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to Stiiilmh 


“The wise shall understand” God’s revealed plan for the 
prophetic future (Daniel 12:10) ; and a working knowledge 
of the Book of Daniel is necessary to the understanding of 
that plan. Dr. Alfred Martin, Dean of Education, Moody Bible 
Institute, has written this course to help you to be wise in 
a time of “distress of nations, with perplexity” (Luke 
21:25). “And they that be wise shall shine as the bright¬ 
ness of the .firmament . . . forever and ever” (Daniel 12:3). 

HOW THE COURSE IS ORGANIZED 

This course has twelve lessons—one for each chapter of the 
Book of Daniel. 

LESSON 

1 Daniel—a Pivotal Book ... 9 

2 The Metallic Image ... 17 

3 Deliverance from the Fiery Furnace ... 29 

4 The Humbling of Nebuchadnezzar ... 36 

5 The Handwriting on the Wall ... 47 

6 Daniel in the Den of Lions ... 53 

7 The Vision of the Four Beasts ... 65 

8 The Vision of the Ram and the Goat ... 72 

9 Daniel’s Prayer and the Vision of the Seventy 
Weeks ... 83 
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10 The Vision of the Glory of God ... 91 

11 Prophecies of Persia, Greece and the End-Time . . . 
101 

12 “The End of These Wonders” . . . 108 
Maps and Charts ... 119 
Bibliography . . . 123 

HOW LONG IT SHOULD TAKE 

Study at your own speed. Normally, about two hours are 
required to complete a lesson. You should aim to complete 
one lesson each week and mail your exams regularly. 

HOW TO STUDY 

1. Get Ready 

Try to find a quiet spot free from distractions and noise, 
in order to concentrate on your work. Have a pencil 
with you and underline or mark important words or 
passages. Look in a dictionary for any words you do 
not understand. 

2. Pray 

Since the Bible is God’s Book, you need the help of the 
Holy Spirit if you are to understand it. Psalm 119:18, 
if prayed from the heart, would be an appropriate 
prayer to use: “Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold 
wondrous things out of thy law.” 

3. Read, Study, Meditate and Apply 

Read the lesson in the textbook thoroughly, looking up 
Scripture references in their context in order to under¬ 
stand them. Read, reread, study and think about what 
you have read until you grasp the themes and outlines 
presented. Always apply practical truths to yourself. 
The more light you have on God’s Word, the more re¬ 
sponsible you are to live up to it. 

4. SQ3R 

To help you in your study, remember this simple for¬ 
mula SQ3R. It spells out five effective steps to take to 
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fix the content of each lesson firmly in your mind. 
These symbols SQ3R stand for SURVEY, QUES¬ 
TIONS, READ, RECITE, REVIEW. Here’s how to 
make SQ3R work for you. 

Survey Glance over the topical headings in the lesson. 

These are printed in bold face. It should take 
you less than a minute. You will get the core 
ideas around which the lesson is built. 

Question At the beginning of each lesson, boxed in from 
the main text, you will find some questions. 
These will arouse your curiosity. They will 
help make the main points you are to learn 
stand out in your mind. 

Read Seek to answer the questions as you read. 

This way you will become an active learner, 
instead of a passive reader. 

Recite After each section, put down your book and 
recite back what you have learned. Use your 
own words. Can you answer the questions 
asked? Jot down cue phrases in outline form 
on a sheet of paper. 

Review Cover up all your notes. Recall from memory 
the main points of the lesson. Answer all the 
questions asked at the beginning of the lesson. 

SELF-CHECK TESTS, ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMS 
1. Self-Check Tests 

The purpose of the self-check tests is to help you evalu¬ 
ate your progress before proceeding to the next lesson. 
You may use your tests as an aid to study; but when 
you actually fill in the answers, you should do so with¬ 
out reference to your textbook. A complete answer key 
to all self-check tests is given on pages 125 and 126. 
When you have answered all the questions, check your 
answers and evaluate your progress. Be sure to re¬ 
study the textbook to correct your mistakes before go- 
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ing on to the next lesson. Do not send answers to self¬ 
check tests to the Correspondence School. 

Each lesson is followed by a self-check test. Even- 
numbered lessons are also followed by exams which 
cover the two preceding lessons. Each exam has twenty- 
five parts and each part is worth four points. 

Class leaders will find further suggestions for the 
use of these tests on page 126. 

2. Assignments 

Look up all the Scripture references and answer the 
questions given. 

3. Exams 

After every second lesson, you will find a complete exam 
covering the two preceding lessons and marked accord¬ 
ingly. Turn to this exam, after you have read the lesson 
two or three times, and see how w r ell you know the 
answers. (It is recommended that you take an exam 
after you have studied both of the lessons covered by 
it. If at times you prefer taking the exam in two sec¬ 
tions, that is, one lesson at a time, you may do so.) 
Glance through the lesson, or lessons, until you are sure 
you can answer all the questions on the exam, or section 
of the exam. When you are sure you can do this, you 
are ready to take the exam. 

a. Write the Exam. Complete it according to instructions 
and without referring to your textbook or notes. 
Use pen and dark ink. Use your Bible if instructions 
tell you to do so. 

b. Detach the Exam. When you have completed both sec¬ 
tions of the exam (that is, when you have answered 
all the questions you can relating to two lessons), 
detach the exam from your textbook. If you are 
careful, you will find that the pages may be taken 
out without spoiling your textbook. 

c. Mail Your Exam to the Correspondence School. Do this as 
soon'as you complete both sections of each exam. 
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d. Keep Your Exams for Future Use. To keep your exams 
for future reference, put them in a three-ring note¬ 
book. 


RECORD YOUR GRADES 

At the front of the book you will find a Grade Record Card. 
Each time you receive a corrected exam from the Corre¬ 
spondence School, make a careful note of the grade in the 
appropriate place on the card. When sending in your last 
exam, return this Grade Record Card to us so that we can 
issue you a certificate. Make sure that all grades are re¬ 
corded on this card with the exception of the final exam (s) 
you are enclosing. This is important. 


CLASS ENROLLMENTS 

If you are enrolled in a class, submit your exam papers to 
the leader or secretary of the class, who will send them for 
the group to the Correspondence School. 

Class leaders are to print or type the names of all students 
enrolled in the course on the Class Record Sheet. Before 
returning corrected exams to the students, the class leader 
must record the grades on the Class Record Sheet. Each 
student should also keep a record of his own grades on the 
Grade Record Card found in the front of each textbook. 
When the last exam is taken, the completed Class Record 
Sheet must be returned to the Correspondence School. The 
grades of all completed exams must be recorded, with the 
exception of the final ones being returned with the Class 
Record Sheet. Without this information it will not be possi¬ 
ble to issue certificates. For example, if you are sending in 
Exam 4 for correction, the Class Record Sheet must show 
the grades of Exams 1-3 for all students who have completed 
them. If a student finishes the course after the Class Record 
Sheet has been sent in, he should send us his completed 
Grade Record Card. This card must bear an accurate record 
of the student’s grades, class number and signature. 


7 



GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 


1. Each exam is made up of twenty parts, each of which 
is valued at five points. Upon completing the course 
with a passing grade of 70% or more, you will be 
awarded a certificate. 

2. The Authorized (or King James) Version is used in 
this course, except for a possible quotation from the 
American Standard Version, published in 1901. These 
quotations are indicated by the abbreviation, A.S.V. 

3. The Correspondence School staff meets weekly for 
prayer on behalf of the students. We consider it a 
privilege to share with you your prayer requests. 
Please write them on a separate sheet of paper and 
send them with your exams. 

4. You will be allowed one year to complete the course 
from the time of enrollment. Your name will then be 
removed from the roll and you will only be able to 
earn a certificate for the course by complete re-enroll¬ 
ment. 
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LESSON ONE 


( Dcuihl- 

< •/ r piM%tai 

THE IMPORTANCE OF DANIEL 

The Book of Daniel is the key to future world events. It 
gives the framework into which other Bible prophecies fit, 
and it is essential to the interpretation of the Book of 
Revelation. 
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PRELIMINARY SURVEY 

Before reading this lesson, look through the Book of Daniel, 
getting a general impression of its scope, and noting some of 
the events. Then read chapter 1 carefully and try to answer 
these questions to test yourself on your reading: 

How did Daniel come to be in Babylon? 

What can be learned from this chapter about the 
character of Daniel? 

How long was the course of training given Daniel 
and his friends? 


Nowhere else in the Word of God do we find so much sig¬ 
nificant prophecy in such small compass. While we recognize 
that all parts of the Bible are equally inspired, we can see 
nevertheless that God has given to the Book of Daniel a 
20 pivotal place in His revelation. 

It is a blessing that this is so, because the Book of Daniel 
is brief enough that we can master its contents fairly easily. 
This is not to say that we shall understand everything in it. 
We need to realize our limitations in the study of Scripture, 
and especially in interpreting the details of prophecy. 
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THE STRUCTURE OF DANIEL 


Some would divide the Book of Daniel according to the lan¬ 
guages in which it was written. This is not apparent, of 
course, in the English translation. From the beginning 
through 2:3 the book is in the Hebrew language; from 2:4 
through 7:28 the language is Aramaic (“Syriac,” 1:4, 

A.V.), a language closely related to Hebrew and used in 
Babylon in Daniel’s time; from 8:1 to the end Hebrew is 
used again. 

A simpler division for the average reader of the English 10 
Bible is that which views the book according to its contents. 

The last six chapters are clearly different from the first six. 

In the first six chapters there are important predictions of 
the future, but the framework is historical. We read of the 
personal history of Daniel in Babylon during the time of the 
Babylonian and Medo-Persian empires.* The second half of 
the book contains the visions of Daniel, some of which sup¬ 
plement and amplify the information given in the first half. 

Hei’e the framework itself is prophetic. 

The structure of the book can be charted in its simplest 20 
form this way: 

HISTORICAL (chapters 1—6) 

PROPHETIC (chapters 7—12) 

Another factor that makes the contents of Daniel easy to 
remember is that in the first division each chapter contains 
a complete story in itself. One ought not to have any trouble 
thinking through these chapters. The second division con¬ 
sists of four separate visions given to Daniel. 

Here at the beginning we can look at the structure and 
then fill in details as we proceed: 30 

I. THE HISTORY OF DANIEL IN BABYLON (1—6) 

A. Daniel’s Early Adventures in Babylon (1) 

B. Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream of the Image (2) 

C. Daniel’s Friends in the Fiery Furnace (3) 

D. The Humbling of Nebuchadnezzar (4) 

E. Belshazzar and the Writing on the Wall (5) 

F. Daniel in the Den of Lions (6) 

“See maps on pages 120 and 121. 
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II. THE VISIONS OF DANIEL (7—12) 

A. The Vision of the Four Beasts (7) 

B. The Vision of the Ram and the Goat (8) 

C. Daniel’s Prayer and the Vision of the Seventy 
Weeks (9) 

D. The Vision of the Glory of God and the Prophetic 
Future (10—12) 

ATTACKS ON THE BOOK OF DANIEL 

Daniel is one of the books most often attacked by destructive 
10 critics of the Bible. We can be glad that the Lord Jesus 
Christ has pronounced the book genuine and authentic. He 
referred specifically to “Daniel the prophet” and to a definite 
prediction in the book (Matthew 24:15). The attacks of 
those who do not accept the Book of Daniel have been largely 
in four areas: miracles, predictions, language and history. 

In a brief survey such as this we cannot answer fully all 
the destructive attacks upon Daniel, but we can indicate 
some of the lines to be followed in meeting such attacks. 
(The student who wishes a thorough treatment of this 
eo subject should consult some of the books listed in the bibli¬ 
ography.) 

Miracles 

If the Book of Daniel were to be rejected simply because 
it contains miracles, then hardly any portion of the Scrip¬ 
ture could be accepted. To one who does not know God 
miracles seem impossible. The miraculous is believable, 
however, to one who knows Him who created all things. 
Furthermore, as in other parts of Scripture, the miracles 
in Daniel are related with soberness and restraint, not in 
so the fantastic fashion of the myths and legends of false 
religions. 

Predictions 

The detailed predictions in Daniel, many of which were 
fulfilled in the period between Daniel and Christ, have 
caused some unbelievers to reject the book. These assert 
that the accurate and detailed picture of the persecution 
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of the Jews by Antiochus Epiphanes in the second century 
B.C. could not possibly have been written four centuries 
before that time, but must have been written after the 
events had taken place. Such a denial of the supernatural 
element in prophecy overlooks the ancient testimony to the 
book, notably the references to Daniel himself in the Book 
of Ezekiel (14:14, 20; 28:3) ; and allusions to the Book 
of Daniel in the Apocryphal Books, which were written 
in the period between the Old and New Testaments, and 
in the writings of Josephus, the Jewish historian of the 10 
first century a.d. Besides, other parts of Scripture con¬ 
tain equally detailed predictions which were exactly ful¬ 
filled. 


Language 

Daniel has been attacked because it contains some Persian 
words and three Greek words (names of musical instru¬ 
ments in chapter 3). Since Daniel lived on into the Per¬ 
sian period, it is not at all surprising that some Persian 
words should occur in the book. Modern research has 
shown the antiquity of Greek civilization and the wide ex- 20 
tent of Gi'eek commerce as early as the time of Daniel. 

It has even been shown that King Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon employed some Greek mercenary troops. It is not 
unlikely that they brought along some of their native 
musical instruments, and with the instruments their ac¬ 
customed names. 


History 

The attack from history has centered largely around the 
mention of Belshazzar and the identity of Darius the 
Mede. Archaeological research has helped to answer many so 
of the questions previously raised by critics about these 
men. These subjects will be considered briefly in later 
lessons dealing with chapters 5 and 6. 

All of these attacks, in whatever area, have as their 
object the discrediting of the Book of Daniel as a reliable 
historical record. Most of the destructive critics regard it 
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as a work of historical fiction produced in the second cen¬ 
tury B.C. These negative attacks, however, sink into in¬ 
significance when weighed against the positive evidence 
for the genuineness of the Book of Daniel. To reject the 
book is to discount the witness of the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself. This should be the deciding factor for a Chris¬ 
tian. 

THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF DANIEL 

The historical background of Daniel is found in the closing 
10 chapters of II Kings and of II Chronicles as well as in por¬ 
tions of the Book of Jeremiah. 

Daniel was taken to Babylon at the time of the first Baby¬ 
lonian invasion of Judah, which took place about 605 B.C., 
in the third year of the reign of King Jehoiakim (Daniel 
1:1).* At that time comparatively few of the people of Ju¬ 
dah were carried away to Babylon. The hostages who were 
taken seem to have been mostly youths from the noble class. 

The second deportation, in 597, was that in which King 
Jehoiachin and many others (among them the prophet Eze- 
20 kiel) were transported to the land of the enemy. The third 
and final stage of the Babylonian captivity came with the 
capture and destruction of the city of Jerusalem in the 
eleventh year of the reign of King Zedekiah, 586 B.C. It can 
be seen, then, that Daniel had been in Babylon for almost 
twenty years at the time Jerusalem was captured. During 
that period the great prophet Jeremiah was engaged in the 
latter half of his long ministry in Jerusalem. Ezekiel, an¬ 
other contemporary, nearer Daniel’s own age, began to 
prophesy in the province of Babylon about 593 (Ezekiel 1: 
so 1-3). 


THE FIRST CHAPTER OF DANIEL 


Historical Background (verses 1 and 2) 

The King’s Experiment (verses 3-5) 

Daniel and His Three Friends (verses 6 and 7) 
Daniel’s Purpose and the Test (verses 8-16) 
The Outcome of the Course (verses 17-21) 

®See chart on page 119. 
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The first chapter is the necessary introduction to the rest of 
the book. In it we see how Daniel came to be in Babylon and 
how he gained a place of prominence and favor. 

King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon decided that he would 
have certain young men of the leading families of Judah 
trained in the learning of the Babylonians. The king pro¬ 
posed a three-year course of study, at the end of which the 
young men were to undergo a comprehensive examination 
in order to qualify as courtiers in the king’s court. 

The names of Daniel and his three friends honor God. 10 
The Babylonian names, imposed upon them by their captors, 
similarly honored the false gods of Babylon. It is rather 
strange that while w 7 e seldom use Daniel’s Babylonian name 
(Belteshazzar), most people know 7 his friends only by the 
pagan names w 7 hich the Babylonians gave them. 

Daniel w 7 as a youth of real purpose. He can hardly have 
been older than his late teens at the beginning of the course 
of study. But he knew 7 God, and he based his purpose squarely 
upon the Word of God. To partake of the king’s food w 7 ould 
have brought him into disobedience to the law 7 w 7 hich God so 
had given (for example, Leviticus 11). The food w 7 ould 
customarily have been offered to idols before being used. 

Here is an Old Testament illustration of a principle enun¬ 
ciated later by Paul in the New 7 Testament (compare I Co¬ 
rinthians 8—10). 

Because the ten-day test proposed by Daniel satisfied the 
steward (verse 15), Daniel and his friends w r ere allowed to 
continue according to their owm plan for the entire three- 
year period. The favor of God was evident in their lives 
(verse 17). so 

The chapter closes wfith the notation that Daniel con¬ 
tinued until the first year of Cyrus (verse 21). We know 7 
from 10:1 that Daniel lived at least tw r o years beyond that. 
Why is this year so important as to be mentioned specifi¬ 
cally? Ezra 1 1 makes it clear. The first year of Cyrus (539 
B.c.) w 7 as the memorable year in which the Jew’s were per¬ 
mitted to return to their own land from their captivity. 
Hence Daniel, taken as a lad to Babylon, lived through the 
whole captivity and witnessed the first return of the Jews 
under their governor, Zerubbabel. 
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All of us should receive inspiration and courage from the 
steadfastness of purpose of the young man Daniel. 

Dare to be a Daniel, 

Dare to stand alone! 

Dare to have a purpose firm! 

Dare to make it known! 

—Philip P. Bliss 


Seltyfieck Test l 

These self-check tests will help you evaluate what you have 
learned in the preceding lessons and will also help you pre¬ 
pare for the exams to follow later. 

Circle the letter of the correct or most nearly correct answer. 

1. Daniel was taken to Babylon during the reign of King 

a. Jehoiachin 

b. Josiah 

c. Jehoiakim 

d. Zedekiah 

e. Jehoahaz (p. 13) 

2. The two languages in which Daniel was written are 

a. Hebrew and Egyptian 

b. Aramaic and Greek 

c. Hebrew and Assyrian 

d. Greek and Latin 

e. Hebrew and Aramaic (p. 10) 

3. Daniel’s three friends were 

a. Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah 

b. Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar and Nabonidus 

c. Michael, Azariah and Hananiah 

d. Gabriel, Michael and Belteshazzar 

e. Melzar, Hezekiah and Jotham (Daniel 1:6) 
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4. The course of study designed for Daniel and his companions 
was 

a. ten days long 

b. seven months long 

c. thirteen months long 

d. three years long 

e. seven years long (p. 14) 

Fill in the blanks in the following statements: 

5. The framework of the first division of Daniel is historical; that 

of the second division is___ (p. 10). 

6. Daniel is mentioned by the contemporary prophet, _ 

_Ip. 12). 

7. The king of Babylon when Daniel was taken there was 
_ (p. 14). 

In the blank space at the right-hand margin write “True” or 
“False” after each of the following statements: 

8. The Lord Jesus Christ referred to Daniel by name 

(p. ID. 

9. The second part of Daniel consists of a series of 
visions (p. 10). 


Use your Bible for the following question: 

10. Find the verse in chapter 1 which tells a fact about Daniel 
that was to bring him into greater prominence later. 

Verse_ 

Turn to page 125 to find the correct answers. 

Do not send the answers to the Correspondence School. 
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LESSON TWO 


07t£ JfleJbaJJjje, clmiiQjt 


In Luke 21:24 the Lord Jesus Christ spoke of the “times of 
the Gentiles,” the long period during which the city of Jeru¬ 
salem was to be under Gentile control. Daniel is particularly 
the prophet of the “times of the Gentiles.” As we come to 
the second chapter of the book, we shall become acquainted 
with five world-empires—four of them Gentile kingdoms; 
the fifth, the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Himself over the 
earth. 
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SURVEY OF THE CHAPTER 

From your own careful reading of Daniel 2 before studying 
this lesson, seek to determine as fully as possible the meaning 
of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. 

These questions may help you to think about the chapter 
in an orderly manner: 

What was the appearance of the image? 

What was the meaning of the “head of gold"? 

How many other parts were there to the image? 

What is the meaning of the “stone . . . cut out with¬ 
out hands”? 


20 CHARACTER OF THE PROPHECIES IN DANIEL 

One remarkable feature of the Book of Daniel is its self-in¬ 
terpreting character. One does not need to guess the meaning 
of the main prophecies in the book, because God gives a 
clear explanation in each case. 
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NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S DREAM 


This chapter contains the record of a dream of the pagan 
king, Nebuchadnezzar, in which he saw a great image com¬ 
posed of different metals (verses 31-35), and the interpreta¬ 
tion of the dream as given by God to Daniel (verses 36-45) .* 

It is clear that God gave the dream to Nebuchadnezzar to 
portray the sweep of Gentile world history. 

Nebuchadnezzar is the most prominent of all the Gentile 
kings mentioned in the Bible. God referred to him as His 
“servant” and said that He had given the whole earth to him 10 
(Jeremiah 25:9; 27:6-8). Nebuchadnezzar did not, of course, 
rule over the whole globe, but he had the potentiality of 
doing so. His kingdom, in the providence of God, was a uni¬ 
versal dominion. It is of interest to trace the changes in the 
attitude of this powerful king as the chapters of Daniel un¬ 
fold. In this account he is seen in all the cruel unreasonable¬ 
ness of his despotic power. 

When the king’s arbitrary decree went forth demanding 
that all the wise men should be killed (verse 13), Daniel and 
his friends were included in the number of those -who were 20 
doomed, even though they had not been present when the 
king had presented his problem. Prayer was their answer 
(verse 18), for their resource was in God Himself. 

The narrative is careful to emphasize that it was God, not 
Daniel, who made the thing known (verses 19, 21, 22, 23, 

28). One is reminded of Joseph before Pharaoh in Egypt 
many years before this (Genesis 41). It is likely that Dan¬ 
iel thought of that event; probably God used the history of 
Joseph to instruct His servant Daniel. 

THE MEANING OF THE DREAM SO 

As has been said, no guesswork is necessary in the interpre¬ 
tation of this dream. God makes it clear that four Gentile 
world-empires are in view. These same four empires are 
to appear again in the book. One should be prepared for 
repetitions. Later lessons will develop this idea; at this point 
you should have in mind that there are certain parallels to 
to be found in chapters 2, 7, 8, 9 and 11. 

°See chart on page 119. 
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The kingdoms or empires, it is evident, are successive. 
The first is plainly identified: “Thou art this head of gold” 
(verse 38). 

The Babylonian Empire* 

The Babylonian Empire, sometimes referred to in history as 
the Neo-Babylonian or the Chaldean Empire, had come into 
existence under King Nabopolassar (who is not mentioned 
in the Bible) and reached its height under his son, Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar. Frequently in Scripture the ideas of king and 
lo kingdom are interchangeable. It was not merely the in¬ 
dividual, Nebuchadnezzar, who was represented by the head 
of gold, but the kingdom which he ruled. 

The Medo-Persian Empire* 

The second kingdom is said to be “inferior” (verse 39). The 
metals used to represent the kingdoms show a descending 
scale of values while they show an ascending scale of hard¬ 
ness and strength. The second and third kingdoms are dis¬ 
missed in this prophecy with only a few words, but they 
figure prominently in later chapters and are positively iden- 
20 tided later in the book. The second can be none other than 
the Persian or Medo-Persian Empire, which overthrew the 
Babylonian, as described in chapter 5. 

The Grecian Empire* 

The third kingdom is the Greek or Macedonian Empire of 
Alexander the Great, which is specifically mentioned by 
name in chapter 8. 

The Fourth World Empire* 

The only one of the four kingdoms which is not named in 
Daniel is the last. That is easily identified, however, both 
so from history and from the New Testament, as the Roman 
Empire. 

Thus far there is little difficulty in understanding the 
prophecy. The Babylonian Empire was succeeded by the 
Medo-Persian, which in turn was overthrown by Alexander. 
The remnants of Alexander’s empire were finally conquered 

“See maps on pages 120 and 121. 
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and absorbed by the expanding Roman Empire, which was 
in control of the world when the Lord Jesus came to earth. 

Complications arise from the second form which the 
fourth or iron kingdom takes—the feet of iron mixed with 
clay. Some interpreters have insisted that the stone cut out 
without hands is the Lord Jesus Christ in His first coming. 

They say that during the days of the Roman Empire the 
Lord Jesus set up His kingdom, which is gradually taking 
over the whole earth. 

But this leaves out an essential element of the prophecy. 10 
At the time the Lord Jesus w r as here on earth there had been 
no such form of the Roman Empire as is indicated by the 
feet of the image. The Scripture says, “And in the days of 
these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom . . .” 
(verse 44). “These kings” are the kings represented by the 
ten toes of the image; this is borne out by the parallel 
prophecy in the vision of the four beasts (chapter 7). 

Confusion results from the common identification of the 
Church with the kingdom. The prophecy does not indicate 
a gradual overcoming of the power of the Gentile kingdoms 20 
by the preaching of the gospel, but a sudden total demolition 
by the smiting of the feet of the image. Numerous passages 
of prophecy, both in the Old Testament and in the New, 
look forward to the literal rule of the Lord Jesus Christ upon 
the earth (compare Psalm 2). We know from the New 
Testament that that kingdom will be set up w T hen the Lord 
Jesus comes again (see, for example, Revelation 11:15-18; 
19:11-16). 

The Romon Empire Lingers On 

Practically all interpreters of Scripture have agreed that so 
there are to be only four universal empires in history before 
the setting up of Christ’s kingdom. The question is often 
asked, therefore, “Did not the Roman Empire pass out of 
existence long ago?” There is a sense, of course, in which 
it did. The Roman Empire historically was divided into 
two parts, and the western part—which we generally think 
of as the Roman Empire—came to an end formally in A.D. 

476. The eastern part, however, which considered itself 
just as much the Roman Empire as the western part did, 
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continued for a thousand years more, until the capture of 
Constantinople by the Turks in 1453. 

In many respects the Roman Empire is still with us, for 
its culture and laws have strongly influenced all the nations 
of Europe, and others besides, to this day. So great was the 
influence of Rome that many countries and rulers since 
ancient times have sought to show a link of some kind with 
the Roman Empire. In the Middle Ages some of these at¬ 
tempts were interesting, and at times amusing. Charle- 

10 magne, King of the Franks, regarded himself as the suc¬ 
cessor of the Caesars and had himself crowned at Rome on 
Christmas Day, 800. When a loose confederation of German 
states was drawn together in medieval times, it was called 
the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation. The re¬ 
mark of the nineteenth-century historian. Lord Bryce, has 
often been quoted—that this monstrosity was “neither holy 
nor Roman nor an empire.” Nevertheless men have felt a 
need for some kind of continuity. Napoleon, the kaisers of 
the German Empire, the tsars of Russia, and others have 

20 made similar pretensions. 

The claims of various rulers to be connected with Rome 
are of little importance because the prophecies in the Book of 
Daniel do not specifically touch on the present age, the period 
between the twm advents of Christ. In fact, the Old Testa¬ 
ment itself does not make clear that there were to be two 
advents. In many passages of the Old Testament, events 
connected with both comings are mingled together. The 
further light of the New' Testament is needed for a full 
understanding of this truth (see I Peter 1:10-12). 

30 The Prophetic Gap 

Later prophecies in Daniel, especially that in chapter 9, 
show that there has to be a gap in time between that form 
of the Roman Empire represented by the legs of iron and 
the other form represented by the feet of iron mixed with 
clay. One wmuld not know from Isaiah 61:2 about the long 
expanse of time separating the proclamation of “the ac¬ 
ceptable year of the Lord” and the beginning of “the day 
of vengeance of our God”; nevertheless, the use made of this 
passage by the Lord Jesus shows the interval (Luke 4:19, 
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20). Similarly, Zechariah 9:9, 10 does not tell us in itself 
that a whole age intervenes between Christ’s offer of Him¬ 
self as King and His actual subjugation of the nations. 

Although the description of the image in this chapter does 
not show any gap in time (in fact, the symbol of the image 
would not allow it), the general tenor of Scripture prophecy 
requires it; and the proof is in Daniel 9, which we shall study 
in a later lesson. 

The legs of iron represent the Roman Empire as it existed 
in ancient times. The feet of iron mixed with clay represent to 
the form of the same empire as it will exist in the end-time. 

The mention of the iron shows the continuity—that it is 
actually the Same empire, though it will be in a different 
form. 

The Revival of Rome 

Sometime in the future the Roman Empire will be restored 
or revived in a form represented by the feet and toes of the 
image (corresponding to the ten horns of the beast in chap¬ 
ter 7). The symbolism of the iron mixed with clay seems 
to denote an attempted combination of authoritarian rule so 
with the forms of democracy or popular government (verses 
41-43). Interestingly, almost all dictators claim to base their 
rule upon overwhelming popular support. Napoleon, Hitler 
and Khrushchev are well-known examples. 

The “stone . . . cut out without hands” strikes the image 
on the feet and destroys the whole image, because essentially 
Gentile world-power is one, even though there are different 
kingdoms. All have borrowed from their predecessors. The 
statement that the stone becomes a mountain indicates the 
universal kingdom of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, so 
which will be set up when the other kingdoms are destroyed 
(verses 44 and 45). 

This chapter of Daniel has introduced us to the important 
governmental framework into which many other prophecies 
of Scripture fit. As we progress in the book, we shall see 
many other features which harmonize and which will help 
us better to understand the “times of the Gentiles” and the 
coming kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
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Selfrrfeck Test 2 

In the blank space at the right-hand margin write “True” or 
“False" after each of the following statements: 

1. God called Nebuchadnezzar His “servant" (p. 18). _ 

2. The stone cut out without hands struck the image on 

the head (p. 20). _ 

3. The metals in the image were of increasing value but 

decreasing hardness (p. 19). _ 

4. Daniel is a self-interpreting book (p. 17). _ 


Circle the letter of the most correct answer. 

5. The only one of these which was not one of the four world- 
empires is 

a. Rome 

b. Medo-Persia 

c. Babylon 

d. Egypt 

e. Greece (p. 19) 


6. That there is a gap in time between the legs and the feet of the 
image is shown in chapter 

a. 7 

b. 8 

c. 9 

d. 11 

e. 12 (p. 22) 
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Fill in the blanks in the following statements: 

7. The expression, ‘‘times of the Gentiles,” was used by_ 

--(p. 17). 

8. The earlier Old Testament person who, like Daniel, revealed 

dreams was__ (p. 18). 

9. The only one of the four world-empires not specifically men¬ 
tioned by name in Daniel is_(p. 19). 

10. The four metals in the image were _ , silver, 

_ and _ (Daniel 2:32, 33). 

Turn to page 125 to find the correct answers. 

Do not send the ansivers to the Correspondence School. 
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Daniel—The Framework of Prophecy Exam, l 

Lessons 1, 2 

Exam 

Name- Grade- 

(Print plainly) 


Address 



Dnf* 



Zip 

Class 

City 

Stale 

Code 

Number 


Instructor. 


LESSON 1 DANIEL—A PIVOTAL BOOK 

In the blank space at the right-hand margin write “True” or 
“False" after each of the following statements: 

EXAMPLE: 

This course is on the book of Daniel. 

True 


1. Daniel was taken to Babylon at the time of the first 
Babylonian invasion of Judah. 

2. The attacks of destructive critics seek to discredit the 
Book of Daniel as a reliable historical record. 

3. From 2:4 through 7:28 the language of the Book of 
Daniel is Hebrew. 

4 . The Scripture says that Daniel died in the first year of 
the reign of Cyrus. 


5. There were three Babylonian invasions of Judah. 

\ 
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Complete each of the following statements by filling in the 
blanks: 

6. The great prophet who prophesied in Jeru¬ 
salem during the early years of Daniel's 

captivity in Babylon was _ 

7. The Babylonian name given to Daniel was _ 

s 

8. The Lord Jesus Christ spoke of Daniel as a _ 

l 

9. The Book of Daniel is essential to the inter¬ 
pretation of the New Testament Book of _ 

I 

Fill in the blanks in the following question: 

10. Write the basic outline of the Book of Daniel, showing the two 
main divisions and the chapters contained in each: 

I. _Chapters _—_ 

II. _ Chapters _—_ 

LESSON 2 THE METALLIC IMAGE 

11 . Fill in the blanks in the following chart of the world- 
empires: 

The_of gold.Babylonian Empire 

I 

The chest and arms of silver_ Empire 

The belly and thighs of___Empire 

i 

The legs of iron.. Empire 

In the blank space write the letter of the most correct anwser. 

EXAMPLE: 

The Bible calls Daniel 

a. a soldier 

b. a priest 

c. a prophet 

d. a king 
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12. The Neo-Babylonian Empire was founded by 

a. Nabopolassar 

b. Belshazzar 

c. Nebuchadnezzar 

d. Cyrus 

e. Evil-merodach 

13. The Psalm which shows the same truth as that of the 
smiting of the image by the stone is Psalm 

a. 1 

b. 19 

c. 2 

d. 100 

e. 23 

14. The only one of these chapters which does not con¬ 
tain parallels to chapter 2 is chapter 

a. 7 

b. 8 

c. 9 

d. 10 

e. 11 


Ansiver the following questions briefly but exactly in the 
spaces on the right: 

15. What parts of the image help us to see that 

the final form of the fourth empire will be a 
ten-kingdom confederation? _ 

16. What did the stone become after it had 

struck the image? _ 

17. Who, according to Daniel, actually revealed 

the meaning of the king's dream? _ 

18. Which later chapter of Daniel shows that 
there has to be an interval between the orig¬ 
inal form of the fourth empire and its final 

form? _ 
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You may use your Bible to answer the last two questions. 

19. a. Which verses in the chapter tell the symbolic meaning of 
the clay in the feet of iron and clay? Verses_ 

b. What form of government does the iron-clay mixture sym¬ 
bolize? __ 


20. Give a good reason from the chapter itself for the statement 
that the dream does not indicate a gradual overcoming of the 
power of the world-empires by the preaching of the gospel. 


MAIL TO ADDRESS ON BACK COVER. 
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LESSON THREE 
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The three friends of Daniel receive only a passing reference 
in the list of the heroes of faith in Hebrews 11, where we are 
told that some through faith “quenched the violence of fire” 
(verse 34). Yet this occurrence is proof of the sovereign 
power of God, and gives assurance to us that He is able 
and willing to deliver us from a different kind of “fiery trial” 
(I Peter 4:12). 


10 


STUDY ASSIGNMENT 

Read Daniel 3 and ask yourself the following questions: 

What was Nebuchadnezzar's command? 

Why did the three Hebrews not obey it? 

Did the three men believe that God was obligated 
to deliver them? 

How many men did Nebuchadnezzar see in the 
furnace? 

What effect did this event have upon the king? 


CONTENT OF THE CHAPTER 

The time of this event in relation to the preceding chapter 
is not given. Possibly Nebuchadnezzar got the idea for his 
20 image from his dream (chapter 2). In chapter 3 we see the 
following facts: 

The command to worship the image (verses 1-7) 
Accusation against the Hebrews (verses 8-13) 

Faith of the three friends (verses 14-18) 
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God’s power in the furnace (verses 19-25) 

The king’s changed attitude (verses 26-30) 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S IMAGE 

Forced worship, usually the worship of the state or of the 
ruler, has been a characteristic of Gentile world-powers. 
While the Scripture does not say that the great idol which 
Nebuchadnezzar made was an image of himself, the infer¬ 
ence seems plausible. If the king was remembering his dream, 
his making the image entirely of gold may have been an act 
of conscious defiance of God. In the dream only the head was 10 
of gold, and Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom—represented by 
that golden head—was to be succeeded by another kingdom. 
Nebuchadnezzar, no doubt, like many other rulers of this 
world, fondly imagined that his kingdom would continue for¬ 
ever. 

The times of the Gentiles will also end with a great image, 
the image of the final Gentile world-ruler—“the Beast”— 
as described in Revelation 13:14, 15. Then too people will 
be persecuted for not worshiping the image. The godly 
Jewish remnant of that day, like Hananiah, Mishael and zo 
Azariah, will refuse to participate in idolatry. They will be 
delivered out of the “furnace” of the Great Tribulation by 
the same God who delivered the three Hebrews of old. 

The command of the king was that at the playing of the 
orchesti'a all the assembled thi’ong of dignitaries and com¬ 
mon people alike should worship the image. Here is an in¬ 
stance of the misuse of music, which ought to be used for the 
glory of God. People sometimes consider appreciation of 
music or of other arts as equivalent to worship. It is not. 

The Scriptures show that music can be used as a help in the so 
worship of God, as a channel of worship for a redeemed 
and thankful soul; but unfortunately it can become also— 
if not rightly used—a tool of the devil. 

The royal command with its accompanying threat of death 
for disobedience, the arousing of the emotions through the 
music, the almost universal and prompt response of the 
multitude—all of these things would make it virtually im¬ 
possible for any but the strongest-willed person to resist. 
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Most would be swept along in the current of popular re¬ 
sponse—some through fear, some through patriotism, some 
through hero worship of the king, some through the power 
of mass hysteria, some through mere expediency. But some 
did resist. 


HATRED AGAINST THE SERVANTS OF GOD 

The attack upon Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah was made 
because they refused to worship the image, because they 
dared to stand against the surge of universal participation. 

10 There is a hint, at least, that this opposition arose in part 
because these men were Jews. There seems to have been an 
underlying prejudice against them, that ugly sentiment 
which today has been given the name anti-Semitism. Note 
the accusation: “There are certain Jews . . . these men . . . 
have not regarded thee” (verse 12). Because of their faith 
in God and their refusal to take part in idolatry, the three 
Hebrews were marked men, becoming the target of all the 
focused envy, malice and hatred of other court officials. 

Many have wondered about the absence of Daniel from 

20 this scene. One thing is certain; he was not present that 
day upon the plain of Dura (verse 1), for we know enough 
about him to be sure that he would never have bowed down 
to an image. The fact that Daniel is not mentioned is, more¬ 
over, an indirect evidence of the genuineness and historicity 
of this record. If the Book of Daniel were a fictitious story 
of the second century B.C., written about a hero named 
Daniel, as some destructive critics allege, then Daniel would 
have been in all probability in the forefront of all the action. 
This is indeed a sober record of historical fact. 


SO COURAGE AND FAITH OF THE THREE FRIENDS 

Nebuchadnezzar, as an absolute monarch, would brook no 
resistance. Even though these men had no doubt performed 
valuable service for the king in times past, their saying “No” 
on this occasion was enough to seal their doom. Their reply 
to the king’s exhortation to recant (verses 15-18) is par¬ 
ticularly instructive. 
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They did not doubt the ability of God to deliver them. 
Nevertheless, they knew their own responsibility even if 
God chose not to deliver them. This is real faith. Much of 
that which passes for faith is actually presumption, a de¬ 
mand upon God to do things in the way we think He should. 

All through the Scripture run the two distinct lines of 
God's sovereignty and man’s responsibility. God’s sover¬ 
eignty is absolute; He “worketh all things after the counsel 
of his own will” (Ephesians 1 :11). But man has a responsi¬ 
bility toward God, clearly defined in Scripture. We cannot 10 
shirk our duty by hiding behind the sovereignty of God. 

Hananiah, Mishael and Azaraiah knew the Ten Command¬ 
ments. They knew that they were not to bow down to any 
graven image. They did not try to bargain with God; they 
did not demand that God save them; they did not tell 
God what to do. They did their duty; they obeyed God’s 
Word. 

“If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us 
from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out 
of thine hand, 0 king. But if not, be it known unto thee, 0 20 

king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden 
image which thou hast set up” (verses 17 and 18). 

We might well learn a valuable lesson from these men. 

They undoubtedly knew the promise of God in Isaiah 43 :2: 

“When thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.” 

They did not regard this as something binding upon God in 
their particular circumstances, but rather as a statement 
of God’s ability. Some may question: “What if these men 
had been burned to death? Would this not have shown fail- so 
ure on God’s part?” Not at all. God does not choose in all 
circumstances to deliver His children from trouble, suffering 
or death. The fact that He did so choose on this occasion 
is proof of both His power and His grace. 


NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S AMAZEMENT 

One can readily understand Nebuchadnezzar’s astonishment 
at what happened. “Did not we cast three men bound into 
the midst of the fire? . . . Lo, I see four men loose” (verses 
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24 and 25). The king recognized the fourth figure as a 
divine being. The expression “the Son of God” (A.V.) was 
literally “a son of the gods,” in Nebuchadnezzar’s pagan 
terminology. He could not be expected to know who the 
fourth Person really was. But God had promised to be with 
His own (see again Isaiah 43 :2). 

Although Nebuchadnezzar could not know—and could not 
be expected to know—New Testament doctrinal teaching 
about the Person of Christ, he undoubtedly spoke truer 
10 words than he knew. John 1:18 and other passages of Scrip¬ 
ture would lead us to believe that appearances of God are 
appearances of the Second Person of the Godhead, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is the Son of God. 

The miracle which God worked in response to the faith of 
the three Hebrews must have had a great effect in the king¬ 
dom, for it was not something secret or private. Not only 
the king, but also the leading men of the realm saw for 
themselves, and could do nothing else but give testimony 
that these men had come out of the raging fire unharmed 
20 (verse 27). 

Nebuchadnezzar’s attitude was changed by this miracle. 
Formerly, when Daniel had interpreted the dream, the king 
had admitted the superiority of Daniel’s God to other gods. 
Now he goes a step further and forbids anyone to say any¬ 
thing against the God of the Hebrews (verse 29). This is 
an advance in understanding, but comes short of saving 
faith. Nebuchadnezzar still has much more to learn; as we 
see in the next chapter of the book, his lesson was a difficult 
but nevertheless an effective one. 
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Setf^ffeck Test 3 

Answer briefly: 

1. How many men were cast into the fiery furnace? (p. 31) 


2. How many men did the king see walking in the fire? (p. 32) 


3. Of what substance was Nebuchadnezzar’s image made? (p. 

30) ___ 

4. What was the king’s command to men concerning the image? 

<p. 30) __ 


In the blank space at the right-hand margin write “True” or 
“False” after each of the following statements: 

5. Daniel was cast into the fiery furnace (p. 31 ). _ 

6. There will be an image in evidence at the end of the 

"times of the Gentiles" (p. 30). _ 

7. The men who were cast into the furnace were burned, 

but not severely (Daniel 3:27). ___ 

Circle the letter of the most correct answer. 

8. In refusing to obey the king’s command, the friends 

a. demanded that God deliver them 

b. were certain that God would deliver them 

c. knew that God would not deliver them 

d. knew that God would deliver them if they prayed enough 

e. trusted God to deliver them if that were his will (p. 32) 
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9. Look up the following verses and tell which one seems to show 
that the appearance of God in this chapter was an appearance 
of the Second Person of the Godhead. 

a. James 1 -.5 

b. John 1:18 

c. Genesis 1:2 

d. Psalm 1:3 

e. Daniel 1:20 ( p. 33 ) 


10. Which of these verses in chapter 3 shows the friends' conscious¬ 
ness of their responsibility? Verse 

a. 12 

b. 25 

c. 7 

d. 18 

e. 29 

Turn to page 125 to find the correct answers. 


Daniel—The Framework of Prophecy is only one course in the 
Prophetic Series. Plan on completing the other courses in the 
series. 
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LESSON FOUR 
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Pride is denounced in the Scripture as a quality which— 
found in any creature—is hateful to God. “God resisteth the 
proud, and giveth grace to the humble” (I Peter 5:5; com¬ 
pare James 4:6; Proverbs 6:17; 21:4). 

Pride is man’s declaration of independence from God, his 
denial of God’s mercies, his assertion of self-sufficiency. 
Causing man to imagine himself godlike, pride shows him 
to be in reality like the devil himself, who was “lifted up 
with pride” (see I Timothy 3:6; compare Isaiah 14:12-14; 
Ezekiel 28:12-17). 10 

The Lord Jesus Christ solemnly warned that the proud 
man will be brought low (Matthew 23:12; Luke 14:11; 18: 
14). Nebuchadnezzar is an object lesson for this truth. Dan¬ 
iel 4 tells how God humbled this proud king of Babylon. 


STUDY INSTRUCTIONS 

As in every lesson, you should read the Scripture portion be¬ 
fore reading and studying the comments in this book. The 
portion for this lesson is Daniel 4. Always remember that it is 
the Bible itself which we are studying. Let God speak to you 
from His Word. 

Note Daniel’s attitude toward Nebuchadnezzar 
and Nebuchadnezzar's change of attitude. 


20 


CONTENTS OF THE CHAPTER 

Daniel 4 is an unusual chapter in that it is in the form of a 
proclamation issued by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon to 
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all the people of his dominion. The proclamation starts out 
from the vantage point of the experience described in it; 
hence we can see the end from the beginning: 

“I thought it good to show the signs and wonders that the 
high God hath wrought toward me. How great are his signs! 
and how mighty are his wonders! his kingdom is an ever¬ 
lasting kingdom, and his dominion is from generation to 
generation” (verses 2 and 3). 

In the chapter we find this sequence of events: 

lo Introduction to the proclamation (verses 1-3) 

The dream of the tree cut down (verses 4-18) 
Interpretation of the dream (verses 19-27) 
Fulfillment of the dream (verses 28-33) 
Nebuchadnezzar’s praise of God (verses 34-37) 


THE DREAM OF THE TREE CUT DOWN 

Before the completion of His written Word, God spoke to 
men by various means (compare Hebrews 1:1). Usually 
He spoke to chosen prophets, His spokesmen to the people. 
He is sovereign, however, in all His activity. Nebuchad- 

20 nezzar, even though a pagan who did not know God, was 
the recipient of revelations from Him, first in the dream of 
the image (chapter 2), and later in the dream recorded 
in this chapter. 

The dream, which frightened the king, could not be in¬ 
terpreted by the wise men of Babylon. As on the former 
occasion, Daniel was the only one who could help. He could 
help only because he belonged to God and was subject to 
His leading. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE DREAM 

so Daniel did not enjoy telling the meaning of the dream, for it 
was not good news for Nebuchadnezzar (verse 19). It seems 
evident from the account that Daniel had real respect for 
this Babylonian king. In spite of all the evils of which he 
was guilty, Nebuchadnezzar was without question an able 
monarch, a brilliant man, a forceful ruler, and one who— 
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from the Babylonian viewpoint—had accomplished great 
things for his kingdom. 

Men might say that Nebuchadnezzar had reason to be 
proud. He had brought the new Babylonian Empire to a 
place of great power, and had rebuilt and beautified the city 
of Babylon. “Is not this great Babylon, that I have built?” 
he asked, as he walked through his palace (verse 30). By 
human standards Nebuchadnezzar’s achievements were re¬ 
markable. 

The Greek historians of a later period spoke of the “seven 10 
wonders of the world,” one of which was the “hanging gar¬ 
dens of Babylon,” built by Nebuchadnezzar. These were 
great terraced gardens, magnificent enough to excite uni¬ 
versal wonder and admiration. 

David had said, “I have seen the wicked in great power, 
and spreading himself like a green bay tree” (Psalm 37:35). 

The last part of the verse may be translated, “. . . like a 
green tree in its native soil” (A.S.V.). Nebuchadnezzar is 
such a tree, but he is soon to be cut down. Yet, as Job re¬ 
minds us, “There is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it so 
will sprout again . . (Job 14:7). 

When Daniel tells the king that the tree represents him, 
he hastens to plead with him to change his ways (verse 
27). He shows the king that when God gives warnings such 
as this, there is a possibility of averting judgment through 
genuine repentance. 

Nebuchadnezzar, like many other proud men before and 
since, was unaffected by the wise and friendly counsel of 
a man of God. A whole year passed, during which he either 
forgot the dream or dismissed it as being inconsequential or so 
untrue. Nevertheless, as he exulted in his self-centered 
pride, God’s judgment fell upon him. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S MENTAL ILLNESS 

At this point the destructive critics of the Bible eagerly make 
another attack. They say there is no record of any such 
event as this in the life of Nebuchadnezzar. What they mean 
is, that there is no other record, for there is one, the one 
here in the Word of God. The perversity of the sinful human 
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heart causes men almost instinctively to disbelieve the rec¬ 
ords that are given in the Bible, a Book well-authenticated, 
which has come down to us from ancient times, and yet to 
be willing to accept as true almost anything found on an 
obscure clay tablet whose antecedents are completely un¬ 
known. 

If a statement in the Bible and a statement on an ancient 
cuneiform clay tablet contradict each other, the unbeliever 
is prone to believe the tablet, as if everything old (except the 
10 Bible) were true. If a tablet should be unearthed some day 
telling about this experience of Nebuchadnezzar, then per¬ 
haps men would believe it! 

Nebuchadnezzar seems to have been afflicted by a form of 
mental illness in which he imagined himself to be a wild 
animal. People of ancient times did not know how to cope 
with such illnesses; they ordinarily feared the victims and 
drove them away (note verse 33). 

The expression “seven times” seems, by comparison with 
later uses of a similar expression in this book and in the 
20 Book of Revelation, to mean seven years. A “time” possibly 
referred to the period in which the earth makes a complete 
revolution around the sun, or to the position of the earth 
in relation to the stars in what are called the signs of the 
zodiac. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S PRAISE OF GOD 

At the end of the period mentioned in the dream, Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar was miraculously healed. We are told that his under¬ 
standing returned to him (verse 34) ; this is reiterated in 
the statement that his reason returned to him (verse 36). 
so Now he could see that all had come to pass exactly as God 
had said. Nebuchadnezzar had to learn the folly and sinful¬ 
ness of pride the hard way, but he did learn the lesson. 

Heretofore we have noted some progress in Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar’s apprehension of God. Through this experience it 
would appear that he came to genuine saving faith. He 
utters magnificent words concerning the sovereignty of 
God: 

“I blessed the most High, and I praised and honored him 
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that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting domin¬ 
ion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation: and 
all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and 
he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his 
hand, or say unto him, What doest thou? . . . Now I Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, 
all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those 
that walk in pride he is able to abase” (verses 34, 35, 37). 

Evidently Nebuchadnezzar was enabled by God to speak 10 
this truth by inspiration. It is in perfect harmony with that 
which we find elsewhere. Paul states the same truth in 
Ephesians 1:11. 

Thus we see this great Babylonian king as an example of 
that principle so often repeated in the Word of God, referred 
to at the beginning of this lesson, that God resists the proud, 
that he who exalts himself will be brought low. All of God’s 
Word is for our instruction, and for our rebuke and correc¬ 
tion as we need it. To dismiss the experience of the ancient 
monarch as merely an interesting story of the faraway and zo 
long ago is to miss the point and to disregard the promptings 
of the Spirit of God. 

Since Scripture is a unity, we can be sure that the Lord 
Jesus had Nebuchadnezzar in mind as a case in point when 
He said that the one who lifts himself up will be abased. The 
Lord Jesus Himself is the supreme Example of the other 
part of His statement, “He that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted.” The self-humbling of Christ, and His consequent 
exaltation are wonderfully depicted in Philippians 2:5-11. 


HISTORICAL TRANSITION 30 

This is the last incident in which Nebuchadnezzar appears 
in the book. When we come to the next chapter we find a 
new ruler, Belshazzar. Nebuchadnezzar was the greatest of 
the Babylonian kings. His kingdom, which had been founded 
by his father, Nabopolassar, was short-lived. He was suc¬ 
ceeded by his son, Evil-merodach, who is particularly noticed 
in Scripture as the king who released King Jehoiachin from 
prison (II Kings 25:27-30; Jeremiah 52:31-34). As we 
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come to the time of Belshazzar, the “head of gold” is about 
to be succeeded by the “breast and . . . arms of silver”; we 
are approaching the fall of the Babylonian Empire. 


Selfyffeck Test 4 

In the blank space at the right-hand margin write “True” or 
“False” after each of the following statements: 

1. Pride is praised in the Scripture as an admirable 

quality (p. 36). _ 

2. Obscure clay tablets are more reliable than the Bible 

(p. 39). - 

3. Daniel was happy to explain the dream to Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar (p. 37). _ 


Fill in the blanks in the following statements: 

4. The “hanging gardens" of Babylon were spoken of as one 

of the seven_of the ancient world (p. 38). 

5. Daniel 4 is a proclamation made by King _ 

_(p. 36). 

6. The tree in the dream represented_ 

(p.38). 

7. The successor of Nebuchadnezzar released King_ 

_from prison (p. 40). 
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Circle the letter of the correct or most nearly correct answer. 


8. The expression, "seven times," in this chapter means 

a. an indefinite period 

b. seven years 

c. days 

d. seven weeks 

e. seven months (p. 39) 


9. Look in chapter 4 and tell which of these verses speaks of the 
sovereignty of God. Verse 

a. 2 

b. 24 

c. 35 

d. 36 

e. 13 


10. Read through the chapter and discover which one of these 
expressions is not found there: 

a. "the high God" 

b. "the most high” 

c. "the King of heaven" 

d. "the holy One of Israel” 

e. "him that liveth for ever” 


Turn to page 125 to find the correct answers. 
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LESSON 3 DELIVERANCE FROM THE FIERY FURNACE 

Complete each of the following statements by filling in the 
blanks: 

1. Nebuchadnezzar set up an image in the 

plain of - 

2. The image was made of _ 

3. The Babylonian names of the three friends of 

Daniel were _ 

4. The godly Jewish remnant in the end-time 

will be delivered out of the "furnace" of the _ 


In the blank space at the right-hand margin write “True" 
or “False" after each of the following statements: 

5. Appreciation of the arts is the same as worship. _ 

6. Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah did not doubt the 

ability of God to deliver them. _ 

7. The three friends knew that they had a responsibility 

to obey God, no matter what the result would be. _ 

8. Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah are mentioned by 

name iitthe list of the heroes of faith in Hebrews 11. _ 
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You may use your Bible to answer the next two questions. 

9. a. What evidence did the three friends show of having been 
in the fire? 


b. Write the verse reference which proves your answer. 

Verse_ 

10. Quote the specific part of the Commandment from Exodus 20 
which best fits the situation of the three Hebrew friends. 


LESSON 4 THE HUMBLING OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR 

In the blank space write the letter of the most correct answer. 


11. When Daniel heard the dream of the king, he 

a. was glad that trouble was coming to the king 

b. could not interpret it 

C. said that he could interpret it if given more time 

d. was astonished and troubled 

e. was indifferent to its contents 


12. The judgment of which God warned in the dream 
came upon Nebuchadnezzar 

a. immediately 

b. after seven years 

c. after twelve months 

d. the next day 

e. after seventy weeks 


44 


13. Nebuchadnezzar was succeeded on the throne by 
his son 

a. Evil-merodach 

b. Jehoiachin 

c. Belshazzar 

d. Daniel 

e. Nabopolassar - 

14. After interpreting the dream Daniel 

a. told Nebuchadnezzar there was nothing he could 
do 

b. counseled Nebuchadnezzar to change his ways 

c. would have nothing more to do with Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar 

d. said that he was glad 

e. left Babylon - 

Answer the following questions briefly but exactly in the 
spaces on the right: 

15. What was to be done to the tree 

in the dream? _ 

16. What was left of the tree? _ 

17. In his mental illness what did 
Nebuchadnezzar imagine himself 

to be? _ 

18. What lesson did the king learn 
through this judgment? 


19. What is God's attitude toward 

pride? _ 

20. Who is the chief example of 

pride in the Scriptures? ___ 

---MAIL TO ADDRESS ON BACK COVER. 
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LESSON FIVE 
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One of the most familiar accounts in the Book of Daniel is 
that of Belshazzar’s drunken feast, which immediately pre¬ 
ceded the fall of the Babylonian Empire to the Medes and 
the Persians. Once more Daniel, by this time an old man, 
was called upon to interpret a cryptic message from God. 
What this message was, and the result of it, are now to 
engage our attention. 
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POINTS TO CONSIDER 

Read Daniel 5 carefully, noting particularly those actions 
which show the character of Belshazzar. Consider also these 
questions: 

At whose suggestion was Daniel called? 

What did Belshazzar promise Daniel? 

What do you infer about Daniel's attitude toward 
Belshazzar? 

What was the meaning of the writing on the wall? 
What happened that very night to fulfill God's 
warning? 


WHO WAS BELSHAZZAR? 

20 Some destructive critics of the Bible in times past have 
denied the existence of Belshazzar. Many today, while ad¬ 
mitting his existence, insist that the Bible has erred in 
several respects. Belshazzar, they say, was not the king 
(but see verse 1). Nabonidus, it is said, was the last king 
of Babylon; Belshazzar was his son. Yet the Scripture calls 
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Belshazzar the son of Nebuchadnezzar (see verses 2, 11, 13, 

18, 22). 

Facts have come to light in the past century which enable 
us to see the complete accuracy of the Bible and to fit the 
secular records with it. Believers, of course, did not need 
these confirmations from outside sources in order to know 
that the Bible was true. Nevertheless the confirmations are 
a help in silencing opponents of the Word of God. 

Nebuchadnezzar w T as followed on the Babylonian throne 
by his son, Evil-merodach, as was mentioned in the preced- lo 
ing lesson. Within a few’ years, apparently unsettled ones, 
there were several rulers. Only about six years after Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar’s death, a military leader named Nabonidus (or 
Nabunaid), who had married a daughter of Nebuchadnez¬ 
zar, became king. He was indeed the last king of the whole 
Babylonian Empire. Nevertheless, he appointed his son, 
Belshazzar, co-ruler with himself. Belshazzar reigned in the 
city of Babylon while his father, Nabonidus, administered 
other parts of the empire. 

In the Scripture Belshazzar is called the son of Nebuchad- 20 
nezzar because he was his descendant, in reality his grand¬ 
son. In similar fashion the Lord Jesus Christ is called the 
Son of David who, in turn, is called the son of Abraham 
(Matthew 1:1), although numerous generations intervened 
in each case. The Bible is always sparing of information, giv¬ 
ing only that which is essential to the record. Nabonidus 
was not present in Babylon when the events described in this 
chapter took place. Hence it was not necessary to mention 
him. 

But a knowledge of this historical background makes clear so 
a point in the Biblical record which otherwise would be 
perplexing and even meaningless. Belshazzar told Daniel 
that if he would interpret the handwriting on the wall, he 
would be made the “third ruler in the kingdom” (verse 16; 
see also verses 7 and 29). Belshazzar, therefore, promised 
to give Daniel a rank just below his own, since he himself 
was the second ruler, his father being the first. 


48 


STRUCTURE OF THE CHAPTER 

We may outline the chapter in this way: 

Belshazzar’s blasphemous feast (verses 1-4) 

The handwriting on the wall (verses 5-9) 

Daniel summoned before the king (verses 10-16) 

The interpretation of the writing (verses 17-29) 

The fall of the Babylonian Empire (verses 30, 31) 

BELSHAZZAR’S BLASPHEMY 

In the feast which he made, Belshazzar deliberately defied 
10 the living God. He sent for the vessels which his predecessor 
and grandfather, Nebuchadnezzar, had brought from the 
temple in Jerusalem (verses 2 and 3). Those utensils which 
had been used in the temple worship for the glory of God 
were now misused for the toasting of Babylonian idols 
(verse 4). That this was a conscious defiance of God is 
further indicated by what Daniel later said to Belshazzar 
concerning his knowledge of Nebuchadnezzar’s experience 
and his refusal to learn from it (see verses 22 and 23). 
Secular history records, and the Scripture record implies, 
20 that the Medo-Persian army was preparing to enter the city 
even while this drunken, blasphemous orgy was in process. 
This is the “eat-drink-and-be-merry” philosophy carried to 
the nth degree. Ancient historians tell of the clever strat¬ 
egy of the Medes and Persians. They seemingly lifted the 
siege of Babylon, which they had been carrying on for a long 
time, and withdrew. The Babylonians began to celebrate 
wildly their supposed deliverance. But the Medes and Per¬ 
sians, having diverted part of the water in the Euphrates 
River by digging a canal to a nearby lake, entered the city 
so through the river bed. 

THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL 

For all his defiance of God, Belshazzar showed himself to 
be a cowardly and superstitious weakling (verse 6). None 
of his associates, none of the wise men of Babylon, could 
help him (verses 7 and 8). The queen, coming in at this 
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time (verse 10), made the only constructive suggestion— 
that Daniel be called. Interpreters have conjectured that 
this queen was not Belshazzar’s -wife (for his wives and con¬ 
cubines are mentioned in verse 2), but rather his mother, 
the daughter of Nebuchadnezzar. She seems to have been 
apart from the carousing of the night. Her advice is ac¬ 
cepted in desperation, and Daniel is summoned. 

We have noted in connection with chapter 4 that Daniel 
apparently had a measure of respect for Nebuchadnezzar. 

He has none for Belshazzar. Although he conducts himself 10 
with complete dignity and propriety, he does not show the 
same personal concern for the grandson that he had shown 
for the grandfather. It is clear that he recognizes Belshaz¬ 
zar for what he is. He states that the reason for God’s judg¬ 
ment is Belshazzar’s willful sin against the light that he 
had (verse 22). Belshazzar knew of his grandfather’s hum¬ 
bling experience; instead of being humbled himself he be¬ 
came only more arrogant. 

THE INTERPRETATION OF THE WRITING 

The people in the banquet hall must have knowm the meaning eo 
of the individual words that were written miraculously on 
the wall, for they were in the Aramaic language. Just the 
words by themselves, however, called for some explanation. 
Suppose that English-speaking men were to see on a wall 
the words, NUMBERED, NUMBERED, WEIGHED, DI¬ 
VIDED. While they could read the words, the meaning 
would not be known. The strange and supernatural way in 
which the writing appeared would add to the confusion, the 
terror and the perplexity. 

W’hat did this mean? Daniel, under the guidance of God, so 
gave the interpretation: 

“MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished 
it. TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found 
wanting. PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to 
the Medes and Persians” (verses 26-28). 

Belshazzar’s time was up; his kingdom had covered its 
allotted span; God was now calling a halt. The measure of 
evil was filled up; judgment must fall. Men go on in their 
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thoughtless way, not considering that the God-given days 
must end, not realizing that they belong to Him. In contrast 
to this the Psalmist prayed, “So teach us to number our days, 
that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom” (Psalm 90:12). 

God has told us of the insignificance of the nations in com¬ 
parison with Himself. The prophet Isaiah says: 

“Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are 
counted as the small dust of the balance. . . . All nations be¬ 
fore him are as nothing; and they are counted to him less 
10 than nothing, and vanity” (Isaiah 40:15, 17). 

Belshazzar no doubt regarded himself as very important. In 
God’s sight he was a lightweight. “Thou art weighed in the 
balances, and art found wanting.” 

Upharsin is an inflected form of the root form pores. This 
is the reason for the use of the latter word in verse 28, al¬ 
though the former appeared in the writing on the wall. 
Many scholars believe that there is a play on the word in 
this case. The word means “divided” in the sense of “bro¬ 
ken”; but there is also a play on the word peres for it is 
20 the spelling of the name of one of the conquering nations: 
“Persians.” “Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the 
Medes and Persians.” 

The honors which Belshazzar, in fulfillment of his promise, 
heaped upon Daniel (verse 29) were empty so far as the 
Babylonian Empire was concerned, for the second world- 
empire had now arrived on the scene. The Medes and Per¬ 
sians had conquered, under their ruler, Cyrus the Persian. 
Darius the Mede (identified in secular history as Gubaru) 
was given the rule of the city and province of Babylon 
so (verse 31; compare 9:1). The position which Daniel had 
received from Belshazzar before his death probably brought 
him to the attention of the conquerors and prepared the way 
for his assuming an important place in the new government. 
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Sel\Zfeck Test 5 

Fill in the blanks in the following statements: 

1. Secular history shows us that Belshazzar was the son of 
- (p. 48). 

2. Belshazzar promised to make Daniel the _ 

ruler in the kingdom (p. 48). 

3. The leader of the Medes and the Persians in the conquest of 

Babylon was the Persian king,____ (p. 51 ). 

4. The rule of the city of Babylon and the surrounding territory 

was given to_the Mede (p. 51 ). 

In the blank space at the right-hand margin write “True" or 
“False” after each of the folloiving statements: 

5. At the time of the handwriting on the wall Daniel 

was an old man (p. 47). _ 

6. Belshazzar's use of the vessels from the temple was 

a deliberate defiance of God (p. 49). _ 

7. Belshazzar was ignorant of Nebuchadnezzar's ex¬ 
perience of being humbled by God (p. 50). _ 

Use your Bible for the remaining questions. 

8. Which verse in chapter 5 tells who suggested that 

Daniel be called to interpret the writing? - 

9. Which verse shows that Daniel did not care for 

Belshazzar's gifts? - 

10. How many of the leading men of the kingdom at¬ 
tended Belshazzar's feast? - 

Turn to page 125 to find the correct answers. 
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The event in this chapter is undoubtedly the best-known part 
of the Book of Daniel. Because it is a thrilling story of God’s 
power and because Daniel is a beloved character, children 
as well as adults delight in reading and hearing of Daniel in 
the lions’ den. Strangely perhaps, from our point of view, 
there is only a passing reference to the event in the annals 
of faith in Hebrews: “stopped the mouths of lions” (He¬ 
brews 11:33). That is all that is said, and Daniel is not even 
mentioned personally. This is not a disparagement of Daniel, 
10 however; God has His purposes in what He mentions and 
what He omits. The bare mention of the event in the list in 
Hebrews would evoke a flood of memories to every reader 
who knew the Old Testament. 
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STUDY SUGGESTIONS 

Read Daniel 6 and seek to answer the following questions: 

What lie did the presidents and princes tell Darius? 

What was the peculiar feature of the Medo-Persian 
laws? 

What does Daniel's action after the signing of the 
decree show us about his character? 

Why did the lions not harm Daniel? 

Should God be blamed for the fate of the men who 
accused Daniel? 


SETTING OF THE EVENT 

Some destructive critics say that this chapter is completely 
unhistorical because it presents a Median king, Darius, who 
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succeeded the Babylonian king, whereas history shows that 
Cyrus the Persian was the leader of those who conquered 
Babylon. 

The answer to this has already been intimated at the end 
of the previous lesson. Christian scholars have shown that 
the record here does not presuppose separate Median and 
Persian kingdoms; in this chapter we read of the “law of 
the Medes and Persians” (verse 8), the two racial groups 
being regarded as one nation. Darius the Mede, whom 
competent Christian scholars have identified with Gubaru 10 
of secular history, was evidently a subordinate ruler over 
Babylon and the surrounding territory of the Chaldeans 
under the supreme ruler, Cyrus. This is implied in 9:1. 
Darius, like most rulers of that time, or any time, used very 
high-flown language about himself (compare verse 25). 

Daniel, who had been brought to Babylon as a youth (605 
B.C.), had served with distinction in the court of Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar, probably for many years. He seems to have lived in 
retirement under that king’s successors, as we have seen in 
our study of chapter 5. Appointed by Belshazzar as the so 
“third ruler in the kingdom,” he now was given a place of 
prominence in the new kingdom, although he was an old 
man, much older than Darius, who was himself sixty-two 
(5:31). 

THE PLOT AGAINST DANIEL 

As is so often the case, envy arises in small minds over the 
advancement of a superior person. Daniel, by his wisdom 
and ability, became more and more prominent, with the 
result that other leading men of the realm banded together 
in a conspiracy against him. so 

Their blatant flattery of the foolishly susceptible Darius 
is contemptible. His response is both pathetic and ludicrous. 

He was overwhelmed by the distinction conferred upon him 
that nobody was to ask any petition of God or man except 
from him for thirty days. This gave him a position above 
everyone, human or divine! So he supposed. 

The enemies of Daniel had obviously lied to Darius. Not 
all the princes and presidents had consulted together (see 
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verse 7). Daniel had not been consulted and was not present. 
By their own mouths these men had testified of Daniel’s 
integrity and had condemned themselves: 

“We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except 
we find it against him concerning the law of his God” (verse 
5). 

In the New Testament, the Christian is exhorted to live 
the kind of life which will give a good testimony to unbe¬ 
lievers and will put to shame those who oppose the gospel: 
10 “Moreover he must have a good report of them which are 
without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the 
devil” (I Timothy 3:7). 

“But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or 
as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men’s matters. Yet 
if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; 
but let him glorify God on this behalf” (I Peter 4:15, 16). 

Daniel is an Old Testament illustration of this principle. 
He could not be accused justly of wrongdoing. Therefore a 
charge must be made up against him. His enemies were 
so shrewd. They knew of his faith in God and of his ac¬ 
customed praying. They judged correctly that the decree 
would not cause him to change his regular practices. It 
was a most clever and diabolical plot. 

DANIEL'S ARREST 

Daniel’s response after hearing of the law is enlightening 
(verse 10). He is an outstanding example of a man who has 
faith in God, avoiding cowardice on the one hand and fa¬ 
naticism on the other. He did not deliberately do something 
in order to become a martyr. He went about his worship of 
so God just as he always had done, without shrinking from the 
consequences. 

The implication in the text is that it had been Daniel’s 
custom to pray with his windows open toward Jerusalem 
(verse 10). Fanaticism would be the attitude of one who had 
formerly prayed with his windows closed, but now flung 
them open, deliberately to invite arrest. If Daniel had been 
accustomed to have them open, but now closed them, this 
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would have shown cowardice on his part. He went ahead 
just as he had always done. 

Daniel prayed toward Jerusalem. He was no doubt think¬ 
ing of Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of the temple: 

“If they return to thee with all their heart and with all 
their soul in the land of their captivity, whither they have 
carried them captives, and pray toward their land, which 
thou gavest unto their fathers, and toward the city which 
thou hast chosen, and toward the house which I have built 
for thy name: then hear thou from the heavens, even from 10 
thy dwelling place, their prayer and their supplications, and 
maintain their cause, and forgive thy people which have 
sinned against thee” (II Chronicles 6:38, 39). 

In the Old Testament, worship was in a very real sense 
connected with a place, because it was a ritual worship that 
required an altar and a sanctuary. Of course, a godly Jew 
in that time could worship God anywhere, as Daniel did, 
but he recognized that the ceremonies of worship which God 
had given required an altar. So Daniel prayed toward Jeru¬ 
salem, even though the temple was in ruins, because he 20 
knew from the Word of God that the place of the sanctuary 
would some day be restored. 

Since the death of the Lord Jesus Christ upon the cross, 
an earthly altar is no longer necessary. His sacrifice of Him¬ 
self for our sins was the one final, perfect and complete 
sacrifice (see Hebrews 10:1-10). Daniel, like the other Old 
Testament saints, saw these things “afar off” (Hebrews 11: 

13) ; we have the glorious privilege, by God's grace, of look¬ 
ing back upon the finished work of Christ and of believing 
on him (John 3:16; 1:12). so 

We see in this record a difference between the Babylonian 
Empire and the Medo-Persian Empire. In the former, the 
king was absolute. It was said of Nebuchadnezzar, “Whom 
he would he slew; and whom he would he kept alive” (5:19). 

In the Medo-Persian Empire, however, even the rulers were 
subject to the laws. Once a law had been established, it could 
not be changed by anyone, no matter how powerful he was. 

Darius must be given this much credit, that he realized 
the folly of what he had done, and valiantly tried—too late 
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—to deliver Daniel. During the whole day he tried to find 
some technicality in the law to keep Daniel from being 
thrown into the den of lions (verse 14)—all to no avail. 
The law could not be changed. Daniel was cast in, with 
Darius’ expressed hope that his God would deliver him 
(verse 16). The stone was brought; the mouth of the den 
was sealed. 

THROUGH FAITH—“NO MANNER OF HURT” 

It was a sleepless night for Darius while God was working 
10 out His purposes. Daniel in the lions’ den had a more restful 
night than the king in his palace. When the frantic Darius 
came the next morning to the den, he seemed to have some 
glimmer of hope that Daniel was still alive. We can believe 
that Daniel had told him about God; and he had reinforced 
his verbal testimony by his godly living. There does not 
seem to be anything in the record to indicate saving faith on 
Darius’ part, but he had seen enough of Daniel to realize that 
Daniel was different; Daniel had something that he did 
not have; Daniel had faith in a God who was able! 

20 Daniel’s calmness on this occasion (verses 21 and 22) may 
be compared to that of the Apostle Paul on shipboard in 
the midst of the fearful storm, as he said to his companions 
on the ship: 

“Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that 
it shall be even as it was told me” (Acts 27:25). 

This miracle, like that of the deliverance of Daniel’s three 
friends in the fiery furnace many years before, was a sover¬ 
eign act of God in response to faith. Hananiah, Mishael and 
Azariah had learned the reality of God’s promise. Daniel’s 
so experience was like theirs: 

“My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ 
mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before 
him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, 0 
king, have I done no hurt” (verse 22). 

There are those who have blamed God because He did 
not work a miracle in order to spare the men and their 
families whom Darius next cast into the lions’ den (verse 
24). This is recorded as an act of Darius, not as a com- 
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mand of God. No doubt Darius, according to his under¬ 
standing, thought this was simple justice. He did not know 
the law of God which declared that children should not be 
condemned for the sins of their parents, but each man for 
his own sin (Deuteronomy 24:16). God must not be blamed 
for allowing the laws of nature to proceed without inter¬ 
ruption, just because in His sovereign mercy He had chosen 
to deliver Daniel. 

Paul, no doubt, was remembering Daniel’s experience 
when he wrote about his first appearance before the Roman 10 
emperor during his second Roman imprisonment: 

“At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men 
forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their 
charge. Notwithstanding the Lord stood .with me, and 
strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully 
known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was de¬ 
livered out of the mouth of the lion” (II Timothy 4:16, 

17). 

Sovereign grace and mercy! If Daniel had been torn in 
pieces and if Paul had been put to death—as he was indeed, so 
shortly after sending these words—God would not have 
failed. But God is rich in mercy (Ephesians 2:4) ; He is 
able to do far more than we could ever imagine (Ephesians 
3: 20). He delights to work miracles in response to genuine 
faith in Him! 
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Self^eck Test 6 

Circle the letter of the most correct answer. 

1. A unique feature of the laws of the Medes and Persians was 
that 

a. they were unalterable 

b. the ruler was above the law 

c. they could be changed only by a majority vote of the 
princes 

d. they could be altered only by the presidents 

e. they could be changed only by the king (p. 56) 

2. Daniel's praying toward Jerusalem was in keeping with the 
prayer of 

a. Abraham 

b. Moses 

c. David 

d. Solomon 

e. Jeremiah (p. 56) 

3. In Darius' realm there were 

a. 120 presidents and three princes 

b. 100 princes and three presidents 

c. 120 princes and three presidents 

d. 150 princes and four presidents 

e. 127 princes and two presidents (Daniel 6:1, 2) 


In the blank space at the right-hand margin write “True” or 
“False” after each of the following statements: 

4. Daniel is mentioned by name in the list of the heroes 

of faith in Hebrews 11 (p. 53). _ 

5. The record in Daniel shows that there were separate 

Median and Persian kingdoms in Daniel’s day (p. 54)_ 
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6. All the presidents and princes consulted together to 
make a decree that no one should ask any petition of 
God or man except of Darius (p. 54). 

7. Darius tried, too late, to keep from throwing Daniel 
into the den of lions (pp. 56, 57). 

Use your Bible for the following questions: 

8. Which verse in chapter 6 tells how Darius passed the 
night? 

9. How many times each day did Daniel customarily 
kneel to pray? (verse 10). 

10. Which verse gives Daniel’s explanation of why the 
lions did not harm him? 

Turn to page 125 to find, the correct answers. 
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Daniel—The Framework of Prophecy Exam 3 

Lessons 5, 6 

Exam 

Name_ Grade--- 

(Print plainly) 
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Date. 


Zip Class 

City_Slate_Code_ Number. 

Instructor- 


LESSON 5 THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL 

In the blank space at the right-hand margin write “True” or 
“False" after each of the following statements: 

1. At the time of the handwriting on the wall Belshazzar 

was the second ruler in the kingdom. - 

2. Belshazzar was frightened by the writing on the wall. - 

3. Belshazzar was the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar. _ 

4. Three wise men of Babylon interpreted the writing. - 

5. Darius the Mede has been identified in secular his¬ 
tory as Gubaru. _ 

6. Daniel was eager to receive the gifts and honors that 

Belshazzar promised him for interpreting the writing. _ 


Complete the following statements by filling in the blanks: 

7. The river which ran through the city of Babylon was the 


8. The words on the wall were MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN, 
which are the English equivalent of_,_, 


61 


© 



9. The Babylonian kingdom was given to the _ 


and the_ - 

10. The word PERES means divided in the sense of- 

LESSON 6 DANIEL IN THE DEN OF LIONS 

In the blank space write the letter of the most correct answer. 

11. The enemies of Daniel could find no occasion against 
him except concerning 

a. the kingdom 

b. the law of his God 

c. his discharge of official duties 

d. his unfaithfulness to the king 

e. the presidents and the princes - 

12. When Daniel knew that the writing had been signed, 
he 

a. opened his windows and prayed 

b. closed his windows and prayed 

c. did not pray as he had before 

d. prayed with his windows open 

e. prayed with his windows closed - 

13. In this record Darius is seen as a man who 

a. hated Daniel and wanted to get rid of him 

b. did not care what happened to Daniel 

c. was foolishly susceptible to flattery 

d. was scheming and plotting against Daniel 

e. signed the decree deliberately to get rid of Daniel - 

14. During the night when Daniel was in the lions’ den, 

Darius passed the night in 

a. riotous living 

b. listening to music 
C. sleeping 

d. eating 

e. fasting -- 
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15. When Darius found that Daniel was still alive, he 
was 

a. glad 

b. sorry 

c. angry 

d. worried 

e. indifferent 

16. Daniel was not harmed by the lions because 

a. he knew how to subdue them 

b. he succeeded in overpowering them 

c. he was stronger than they 

d. the lions were old and harmless 

e. he believed in his God 

17. The wicked accusers and their families were cast into 
the lions' den by the command of 

a. Daniel 

b. God 

c. Darius 

d. Hananiah 

e. Nebuchadnezzar 

18. After Daniel's deliverance Darius made a decree that 
men in his kingdom should 

a. tremble and fear before the God of Daniel 

b. never put anyone into a lions' den again 

c. not believe in Daniel's God 

d. not ask anything of God or man for thirty days 

e. ignore what had happened to Daniel 

19. The relationship of Cyrus and Darius the Mede was 
that 

a. they were rulers of two entirely separate king¬ 
doms 

b. Darius was a subordinate ruler to Cyrus 

c. Cyrus was a subordinate ruler to Darius 

d. Darius ruled after the death of Cyrus 

e. Cyrus ruled after the death of Darius 
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Answer briefly: 


20. Explain why, quite apart from the issue of personal 
courage, Daniel faced Jerusalem when he prayed. 


MAIL TO ADDRESS ON BACK COVER. 
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LESSON SEVEN 


Q’Jve (V'luml (%l 

the Qz&uz iSecuh 


The second division of Daniel contains four visions which 
God gave to this “man greatly beloved.” They are as follows: 

The Four Beasts (chapter 7) 

The Ram and the Goat (chapter 8) 

The Seventy Weeks (chapter 9) 

The Glory of God (chapters 10—12) 

These four visions supplement that which God gave in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the great image (chapter 2).* 


10 


WHAT TO LOOK FOR 

In reading Daniel 7, the subject of this lesson, look for the 
descriptions of the four beasts. Which of the four is most 
prominent in the chapter? Note especially the mention of the 
“little horn," the “Ancient of days," “one like the Son of 
man." How does this vision parallel the dream of the 
image which Nebuchadnezzar had? 


STRUCTURE OF THE CHAPTER 

As has been mentioned before, Daniel is a self-interpreting 
book. This chapter falls logically into two parts: 

The Vision of the Four Beasts (verses 1-14) 

20 The Interpretation of the Vision (verses 15-28) 

THE FOUR EMPIRES 

At the beginning of this chapter the record goes back 

“See chart on page 119 and maps on pages 120 and 121. 
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chronologically to the first year of the reign of Belshazzar 
(verse 1), during the Babylonian rule. 

Daniel saw the four winds of heaven striving upon the 
great sea (verse 2). While the expression, the great sea, is 
sometimes used in Scripture for the Mediterranean, it is 
probably used here in a symbolic sense. The sea sometimes 
represents the masses of mankind. The picture of the beast 
coming out of the sea in Revelation 13:1 is parallel to this. 
Later in that book the waters about the beast are said to be 
“peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues” (Revela- 10 
tion 17: 15). This is confirmed in the interpretation of this 
vision in Daniel 7, for the kingdoms represented by the 
beasts are said to “arise out of the earth” (verse 17). The 
“four winds of the heaven” (verse 2) evidently represent 
God’s providential agencies working in human history to 
bring about the emergence of these kingdoms. 

Since the dream of Nebuchadnezzar in chapter 2 indicated 
that there are to be only four universal empires before the 
setting up of Christ’s kingdom, these four—represented by 
the four beasts—must be the same four described in the 20 
figure of the metallic image. 

Nebuchadnezzar was permitted to see these kingdoms as 
man would see them in their outward form, their power and 
glory, as a great unified colossus. Daniel sees the same four 
kingdoms in their true inner character, as wild, ferocious 
beasts. A beast takes what it wants without regard to the 
rights of any other beast. The kingdoms are beasts! It is an 
interesting commentary that most nations, both of ancient 
and of modern times, have adopted beasts or birds of prey 
as their emblems. so 

The first kingdom (compare verse 4 with verse 17), rep¬ 
resented by the lion with eagle’s wings, is the Babylonian, 
corresponding to the head of gold of the image. 

The second, the bear raised up on one side, is the Medo- 
Persian Empire. This is the same as the chest and arms of 
silver in chapter 2. Note that symbols of this kingdom use 
the number two. It was a dual monarchy, a federation of 
two peoples—the Medes and the Persians. The three ribs 
in the bear’s mouth (verse 5) denote the extent of its con¬ 
quests. 
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The third, the leopard (verse 6), or—as some interpreters 
believe—the panther (or, as still others think, the cheetah), 
is at any rate a fast-running member of the cat family, with 
its speed further emphasized by the four wings. It wonder¬ 
fully symbolizes the Greek or Macedonian Empire, so strik¬ 
ingly characterized by the speedy conquests of the young 
Alexander the Great. The mention of four heads, as well 
as four wings, points to the fact that Alexander’s empire, 
after his death, was broken into four parts. This aspect is 
10 amplified in the next vision, that of the ram and the goat 
(chapter 8). 

The fourth beast (verse 7), which is practically inde¬ 
scribable, is the one which most puzzles and intrigues Daniel 
(verse 19). Both the vision and its interpretation pass over 
the first three kingdoms very swiftly and concentrate on the 
fourth, adding elements which were not mentioned or which 
were only implied in the image-dream. 

THE FINAL FORM OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE 

This terrible beast with great iron teeth and claws of brass 
so (verse 19) is the Roman Empire. When this same empire 
is described in Revelation 13, we see that it incorporates into 
itself all the leading characteristics of the earlier kingdoms. 
Rome prided itself on adapting and adopting the culture and 
civilization of conquered nations as it brought them under 
its governmental system. 

Stress is placed, both in the vision and in the interpreta¬ 
tion, upon the ten horns, and upon the fact that among these 
ten horns, yet distinct from them, comes up a separate “little 
horn” (verses 8 and 20). The ten horns represent the “kings” 
so (2:42-44) depicted in chapter 2 as the toes of the image, the 
kings who in the end-time will give their authority to the 
supreme ruler of the revived Roman Empire (Revelation 
17:12, 13, 17). This final ruler is symbolized by the “little 
horn.” 

“In this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth 
speaking great things” (verse 8). This “little horn” is said 
to make “war with the saints” (verse 21). It is further said 
of him: 

“And he shall speak great words against the most High, 
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and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to 
change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand 
until a time and times and the dividing of time” (verse 25). 

This “little horn” is definitely a man. We shall see him later 
in the book as the “prince that shall come” (9:26) and the 
“king” who “shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above 
every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God 
of gods” (11:36). He is also seen in the New Testament 
as the “man of sin” (II Thessalonians 2:3), who is described 
in these words: 10 

. . who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is 
called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth 
in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God”’ (II 
Thessalonians 2:4). 

Finally, in the closing book of the Bible this man is called 
the Beast. (The term is used sometimes for the final empire 
and sometimes for the ruler.) This blasphemous man, with 
the aid of his “false prophet” (Revelation 16:13)—who is 
also called a beast (Revelation 13:11)—will present himself 
to the deluded multitudes of earth as the sole object of wor- so 
ship and will exercise a totalitarian rule in the end-time 
period. It is he who will persecute the Jews as they have 
never been persecuted before. (We shall see further refer¬ 
ence to this in Daniel 9.) The reference to “a time and times 
and the dividing of time” (Daniel 7:25) links up logically 
with what we shall see about the seventieth week in chapter 
9 and with similar expressions in Revelation 11:2 and 12:6, 

14. While interpreters differ about the precise use of the 
title Antichrist, it seems proper to the present writer to 
apply the title to this man. The term itself is found in the so 
Scripture only in I John 2:18, 22; 4:3; II John 7. 

We do not see the fulfillment of this now. Other passages 
of Scripture, particularly II Thessalonians 2, show that 
Antichrist will not be revealed until after the Church has 
been caught up to meet the Lord in the air. (Note especially 
the sequence of events in I Thessalonians 4 and 5 and 
II Thessalonians 1 and 2.) Even today, however, we can see 
trends toward world-government. Conceivably the tinal ten- 
kingdom form of the Roman Empire could develop very 
rapidly. 
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THE KINGDOM OF THE SON OF MAN 


The most important fact about the “little horn” is that he 
will be overcome. In the vision Daniel sees the “Ancient of 
days” (verse 9). This is a heavenly scene, with God as the 
almighty Disposer of events. The rulership of this world, 
which has been usurped for so many long centuries by 
“beasts,” belongs to, and will be taken over by, “one like the 
Son of man” (verse 13). This is a Messianic title, proved by 
the almost continual use made of it in the Gospels by the 
10 Lord Jesus Christ for Himself. He delights to identify Him¬ 
self with our race—fallen though it is—in order that He 
might relate us to God through faith in Himself. The Son 
of God became the Son of Man in order that sons of men 
might become sons of God. 

As we have seen, the “little horn” will oppose, not men 
only (verse 21), but even God Himself (verse 25). He will 
represent the human race brought to its blasphemous and 
most arrogant climax. He will be the chief ruler of the 
raging nations described in Psalm 2, who will say in their 
20 madness against God and the Lord Jesus Christ, “Let us 
break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from 
us” (Psalm 2:3). 

God is not disturbed by this attack. After all, this man, 
for all his great pretensions, is but a “little” horn; his power 
is strictly limited. The kingdom belongs to another Man, the 
God-Man, Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of Man. This 
is God’s response to the raging of the nations: 

“He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall 
have them in derision. Then shall he speak unto them in his 
30 w T rath, and vex them in his sore displeasure. Yet have I set 
my king upon my holy hill of Zion” (Psalm 2:4-6). 

As in chapter 2, the prophecy envisions the complete de¬ 
struction of Gentile world-power. “And in the days of these 
kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall 
never be destroyed . . .” (Daniel 2:44). The Son of Man 
comes before the Ancient of days: 

“And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a 
kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should 
serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which 
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shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed” (Daniel 7:14). 

In the Book of Revelation the redeemed have this same 
great event in view when they exclaim triumphantly: 

"The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of 
our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and 
ever. .. . We give thee thanks, 0 Lord God Almighty, which 
art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to 
thee thy great power, and hast reigned” (Revelation 11:15, 
17). 


Seltyrfeck Test 7 

Fill in the blanks in the following statements: 

1. The second division of the Book of Daniel contains_ 

visions (p. 65). (how many?) 

2. The_ had three ribs in its mouth (p. 66). 

3. The leopard had __ heads and _ wings 

(p. 67). 

4. The teeth of the fourth beast were of_; this helps to 

connect it with the legs and feet of the image in chapter 2 
(p. 67). 


In the blank space at the right-hand margin ivrite “ True” or 
“False” after each of the following statements: 

5. Daniel was intrigued most by the second beast (p. 

67). - 

6. The "little horn" is one of the ten horns of the fourth 

beast (p. 67). - 
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7. The "Ancient of days" is God (p. 69). 


8. In Scripture the sea sometimes represents the mass of 

mankind (p. 66). _ 

Rearrange the beasts and the kingdoms which they represent 
in the proper chronological order by numbering 1, 2, 3, U- 

9. bear ( ) 10. Rome ( ) 

leopard ( ) Medo-Persia ( ) 

lion ( ) Greece ( ) 

dreadful beast ( ) Babylon ( ) 

(pp. 66, 67) (pp. 66, 67) 

Turn to page 125 to find the correct answers. 


Apostasy Unmasked is a study on present trends in Christen¬ 
dom toward the great apostasy of the last days mentioned 
in Scripture. 
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LESSON EIGHT 

Tjh t (Viiimi a/, the, 
(Rain owuL tke, (pint 


Each of the visions in the Book of Daniel adds to the store 
of prophetic knowledge. Daniel’s first vision (chapter 7) 
represents as four beasts the four kingdoms seen originally 
in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (chapter 2), with special at¬ 
tention being given to the fourth, the Roman Empire, par¬ 
ticularly in its final form. Daniel’s second vision, which 
we are now to study, gives a close-up of the second and third 
of the world-empires. See maps on pages 120 and 121. 


WHAT TO DO FIRST 

Read Daniel 8 very carefully. Then ask yourself these questions: 

Where was Daniel in the vision? 

Find the verse which tells the identity of the ram. 

Which verse identifies the goat? 

Is the little horn in 8:9 the same as the little horn in 
7:8? 

What reason can you give for your answer to the 
previous question? 

Now go on to the lesson as a help to your understanding of 
the Scripture. 
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STRUCTURE OF THE CHAPTER 20 

As in the previous chapter, the structure is very simple: 

The Vision of the Ram and the Goat (verses 1-14) 

The Interpretation of the Vision (verses 15-27) 
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ELEMENTS IN THE VISION 

Remember that Daniel is a self-interpreting book. 

The elements in this vision are easily mastered. Note that 
the vision was given in the third year of the reign of Bel¬ 
shazzar (8:1), hence near the end of the Babylonian Em¬ 
pire. In the vision Daniel was at Shushan (Susa), the ancient 
Persian capital (mentioned also in the books of Esther and 
Nehemiah). 

A ram with two horns, one higher than the other, which 
10 has pushed to the west, north and south, is suddenly attacked 
by a hairy he-goat which has advanced with great speed 
from the west. This goat, with one big horn, after destroy¬ 
ing the ram, becomes very great; but the big horn is broken, 
and four horns come up in its place. From one of these four 
comes a “little horn” whose evil acts are then described. 

This, in brief, is the vision. 


MEANING OF THE RAM AND THE GOAT 

The meaning of the vision is given plainly in the text itself. 

The ram is the Medo-Persian Empire (verse 20). This 
eo corresponds to the chest and arms of silver in chapter 2 and 
to the lopsided bear in chapter 7. Note the recurrence of the 
dual feature: the two arms of the image; the bear raised up 
on one side; the ram with two horns, one higher than the 
other. The higher horn is Persia, the lower Media. The 
Persians came to power later than the Medes, but assumed 
the leadership in the empire under Cyrus the Great. The 
ram had pushed westward from its original homeland, north 
into Asia Minor, and south into Egypt. This was, of course, 
still in the future when Daniel had the vision. 
so But a new thing happens. Older kingdoms had risen in 
the east and proceeded westward. The shaggy he-goat comes 
from the west. This is the Macedonian Empire; and the big 
horn is its ruler, Alexander the Great (verse 21). Alex¬ 
ander, upon the assassination of his father, King Philip 
of Macedon, succeeded him as president of the Hellenic 
(Greek) League, and in revenge of earlier Persian invasions 
of Greece, led his army (in 334 B.c.) across the Hellespont, 
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the narrow waterway between Europe and Asia. In a series 
of brilliant campaigns and decisive battles he completely 
destroyed the power of the Persian Empire. 

Alexander led his victorious troops in far-flung conquests, 
marching to Egypt, where he founded Alexandria, one of the 
numerous cities which he named for himself. Later he w T ent 
eastward to the Indus River, the very border of India. 
Everywhere he introduced the Greek language, culture and 
civilization, and founded cities. Alexandria in Egypt was 
still a great and famous city in New Testament times (see 10 
Acts 18:24). In the providence of God, the conquests of 
Alexander helped to prepare the way for the Greek New 
Testament through the scattering of the knowledge of the 
Greek language throughout the eastern Mediterranean area. 

All of this and more Alexander did, and then—according 
to legend, at least—wept because there were no more worlds 
to conquer. He was undoubtedly one of the world’s greatest 
military geniuses. He was only twenty-two years of age 
when he crossed the Hellespont. But the notable horn was 
broken. After crowding the events of a lifetime into a few 20 
years, Alexander died at Babylon in 323 B.c. at the age of 
thirty-three. 

FOUR HORNS AND A LITTLE HORN 

After some years of warfare among the generals of Alex¬ 
ander’s army, four of them emerged (in 301 B.C.) as his 
principal successors, splitting the territory of Alexander’s 
empire into four parts (verse 22). Only two of these four 
are important in the Scripture account: Ptolemy, who took 
Egypt; and Seleucus, who ruled Syria. The prophetic his¬ 
tory of their kingdoms is given in some detail in chapter 11. so 

Here the prophetic narrative skips to the person who is 
the “little horn.” Seleucus established his capital in a new 
city which he named Antioch in memory of his father, An- 
tiochus. This city was famous later, in New Testament 
times, as the place where believers were first called Chris¬ 
tians (Acts 11:26) and as the center from which Paul went 
forth on his missionary journeys (Acts 13:1-3). 

One of the descendants of Seleucus was Antiochus Ep- 
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iphanes, who is the “little horn” of this chapter, the “king 
of fierce countenance” described in verses 23-25. He appears 
again in the prophecy in chapter 11. Observe that he came in 
the “latter time” of the fourfold Hellenic (Greek) Empire, 
out of one of the four horns (verse 23). 

Some have confused this little horn of chapter 8 with the 
little horn of chapter 7, but the distinction between them is 
clearly made in the Scripture. The little horn of chapter 7 
comes up amid the ten horns of the fourth beast, the Roman 
lo Empire. He is still in the future, as we have seen in the 
previous lesson. The little horn of chapter 8, on the other 
hand, arises from one of the four parts of the third (or 
Greek) Empire. Although he was in the future from Dan¬ 
iel’s viewpoint, his life is ancient history to us. 

Antiochus Epiphanes was one of the most infamous per¬ 
secutors of the Jews in all history. His persecution lasted 
from about 171 to 165 B.C. His hatred was directed, not 
only against the people of Israel, but against their God as 
well. He showed his contempt for the true God by desecrat- 
20 ing the temple in Jerusalem, erecting a statue of Zeus (re¬ 
garded by the Greeks as the king of the gods), and sacrific¬ 
ing swine upon the altar. 

THE TWO THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED DAYS 

The vision has told us that the daily sacrifice was taken away 
and the sanctuary trodden under foot for two thousand 
three hundred days (verses 13 and 14). After this period 
the sanctuary was to be cleansed. 

Much nonsense has been written about this passage, espe¬ 
cially by those who hold what is called the “year-day theory.” 
so These people, taking a day to mean a year, have tried to 
construct a calendar of events stretching from the time of 
Daniel to the end-time. Some, basing their calculations on 
this misinterpretation of the passage, have set dates for 
the return of the Lord. 

There is no substance to the year-day theory. The two 
thousand three hundred days were literal days; the Hebrew 
word used in this instance guards against mistakes—it is 
literally two thousand three hundred “evening-mornings,” 
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no doubt an allusion to the evening and morning sacrifices 
which marked each day in the Jewish ritual worship. 

This is the period of the desecration brought about by 
Antiochus Epiphanes. He gave himself this surname, which 
means “the Magnificent.” Sath'ical enemies, by changing 
one letter in the Greek spelling, called him “Epimanes,” 

“the Madman.” The period of oppression was ended by a 
revolt of the Jews, led by an elderly priest, Mattathias. The 
sons of Mattathias became the military leaders of the revolt, 
especially Judas, who received the name Maccabeus, the 10 
“Hammer.” The followers of Judas became known in his¬ 
tory as the Maccabees. The history of this period is told in 
the contemporary First Book of Maccabees, a valuable his¬ 
torical record, and retold by the Jewish historian, Josephus, 
of the first century a.d. 

In 165 B.c. Judas Maccabeus drove out the hated pagan in¬ 
vaders, cleansed the sanctuary, and commemorated the event 
by instituting the Feast of Dedication, mentioned in New 
Testament times during the ministry of the Lord Jesus 
Christ (John 10:22). Antiochus died of a serious illness, a so 
judgment from God; he was “broken without hand” (verse 
25). 

It must be admitted that some careful and sound interpret¬ 
ers see a future fulfillment to chapter 8 as well as the ful¬ 
fillment in the life and work of Antiochus. Their arguments 
do not seem at all conclusive to the present writer. These 
events are not said to take place in the end-time as such, 
but in the end-time of the third kingdom which had been 
split into four parts. 

Antiochus Epiphanes has sometimes been called “the Old so 
Testament Antichrist,” because of his similarity to the 
future world-ruler. These two are similar, but not identical. 

One may perhaps be thought of as a foreshadowing of the 
other. Each in his day would attempt to defy the God of 
heaven, and each meets his God-appointed doom. 

This chapter is notable also for its mention of Gabriel 
(verse 16), the first mention in Scripture of this holy angel, 
who interpreted the vision for Daniel. Mentioned again in 
9:21, his name is found nowhere else in Scripture except 
in Luke 1:19 and 26, as he announced to Zacharias the 
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coming birth of his son, who became John the Baptizer, the 
forerunner of Christ, and to the Virgin Mary the coming 
birth of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. Only two of the 
holy angels are named in the Bible, and both of them— 
Gabriel and Michael—are mentioned in Daniel. 

There is encouragement for us who do not understand 
everything about this vision and other parts of the Book of 
Daniel. Daniel himself was overwhelmed by what he had 
seen, was filled with astonishment, and did not fully under¬ 
go stand (verse 27). Without boastfulness or egotism, we can 
say that the thoughtful, yielded Christian, studying his 
Bible, can understand the Book of Daniel better than Daniel 
did. The Christian has at least three advantages which Dan¬ 
iel did not have: the historical fulfillment of many parts of 
the prophecies, the New Testament with its completion of 
the revelation of God through Jesus Christ, and the perma¬ 
nent indwelling of the Holy Spirit, who is the Interpreter of 
Scripture as well as its Author. 


Selfytfeck Test 8 

Circle the letter of the most correct answer. 

1. In the vision of the ram and the goat 

a. the ram destroyed the goat 

b. the goat destroyed the ram 

c. each destroyed the other 

d. neither was victorious 

e. each was partially successful (p. 74) 


2. Of the two horns of the ram, 

a. the higher came up last 

b. they were equal in height 

c. the higher came up first 

d. the higher was destroyed first 

e. the lower was destroyed first (p. 73) 
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3 . The 2,300 days are 

a. the period of time from Daniel's day until the second coming 
of Christ 

b. the period of the Great Tribulation 

c. the millennium 

d. the period of the desecration of the temple by Antiochus 
Epiphanes 

e. the period between the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
appearing of Antichrist (pp. 75, 76) 

In the blank space at the right-hand margin tvrite “True” or 
“False” after each of the following statements: 

4. The “little horn” of chapter 8 is the same as the 

“little horn” of chapter 7 (p. 75). _ 

5. Daniel understood everything that he saw in this 

vision (p. 77). _ 

6. The ram in this vision corresponds to the bear in the 

vision of the four beasts (p. 73). _ 

Fill in the blanks in the folloiving statements: 

7 . The he-goat came from what direction of the compass?_ 

_ (p. 73). 

8. The notable horn of the goat represents_ 

- (p. 73). 

9. The most famous city founded by the man in the preceding 

question was_in Egypt ( p. 73 ). 

10. The military leader in the Jewish revolt against Antiochus 
Epiphanes was _ (p. 76). 

Turn to page 125 to find the correct answers. 
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Daniel—The Framework of Prophecy Exam 4 

Lessons 7, 8 

Exam 

Name_Grade- 

(Print plainly) 





Date 
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Class 
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Slate 

Code 
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Inslructor. 


LESSON 7 THE VISION OF THE FOUR BEASTS 

1. Fill in the blanks in the following chart which connects 
chapters 2 and 7: 

head of gold _ Babylon 

chest and arms of silver _ _ 

belly and thighs of brass leopard _ 

legs of- terrible beast Rome 

In the blank space at the right-hand margin write “True” or 
“False” after each of the following statements: 

2. The number four is prominent in the description of 

the third beast. _ 

3. The first beast had iron teeth and claws of brass. _ 

4. Daniel wished to know more concerning the fourth 

beast. _ 

5. The four kingdoms represented by the four beasts all 

existed at the same time. _ 

6. The kingdom of the "Son of roan” corresponds to the 

smiting stone which became a mountain (chapter 2). _ 
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In the blank space write the letter of the most correct answer. 


7. Only one of these does not correctly describe the 
“little horn.’’ He 

a. comes up among the ten horns 

b. has a mouth speaking great things 

c. has eyes like the eyes of man 

d. plucks up three of the first horns 

e. is one of rhe ten horns _ 

8. The expression, "a time and times and the dividing 
of time," refers to 

a. an indefinite period 

b. the time of Antichrist’s persecution of the saints 

c. a time already past 

d. the ancient Roman Empire 

e. the Holy Roman Empire _ 

9. The bear in the vision is described as 

a. being raised up on one side 

b. having two ribs in its mouth 

c. being the third beast 

d. having teeth of iron 

e. being the fourth beast - 

Use your Bible for the next question. 

10. List three things which the "little horn" (Antichrist) will do. 

a.-- 

b_ 

--— 

LESSON 8 THE VISION OF THE RAM AND THE GOAT 

Complete the following statements by filling in the blanks: 

11. The ram corresponds to the-in chapter 7 and 

represents the-Empire. 
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12. In this vision Doniel saw himself at the Persian capital, 


13. Alexander was the son of King___of Macedon. 

14. In 334 B.C., at the age of twenty-two, Alexander led his army 

across the- 

15. Seleucus built the city of__in Syria and made it 

his capital. 

16. The “little horn” of chapter 8, called also a "king of fierce 

countenance,” is- 

17. The desecration of the temple by this “king of fierce counte¬ 
nance” lasted_days. 

18. The Feast of Dedication was instituted in 165 B.C. by- 

19. The only two holy angels named in the Bible are_ 

and_ 

Answer briefly: 

20. List three advantages which the Christian has that 
Daniel did not have in understanding the visions. 

a_ 

b._.. ... ......_ 

c_.___. 


.MAIL TO ADDRESS ON BACK COVER. 
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LESSON NINE 


( DanLeb ^ptmpeL 

aj icL tlm r ()h ku i 
the. Sejuuth), 1/Oefki 


When Daniel received his third vision, the Babylonian Em¬ 
pire had passed from the scene of history. The Medes and 
the Persians, under Cyrus the Persian, had conquered and 
were reigning-. Babylon itself and its environs, the “realm 
of the Chaldeans” (9:1), had been entrusted to Darius the 
Mede, whom we have already observed in chapter 6. 

The circumstances leading up to this vision are of great 
significance. 
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ESSENTIAL PREPARATION 

As you read Daniel 9, note its two main subjects. The prayer 
is one of three remarkable prayers, recorded coincidentally in 
ninth chapters: Daniel 9, Ezra 9 and Nehemiah 9 (in the cor¬ 
rect chronological order). Most of our prayers are primarily 
petition, usually for ourselves. What is the most important 
feature of this prayer? 

What are the main elements in the vision of the seventy 
weeks? A knowledge of the factual content of Scripture is 
basic to the interpretation of Scripture. There is no valid short 
cut. 


20 STRUCTURE OF THE CHAPTER 

The two main subjects are these: 

Daniel’s Prayer of Confession (verses 1-19) 

The Vision of the Seventy Weeks (verses 20-27) 
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BIBLE READING AND PRAYER 

Men of God have often remarked that Bible reading and 
prayer must go together. The reading of the Bible without 
prayer can sometimes result in spiritual coldness; prayer 
without the reading of the Bible can lead to fanaticism. 
Daniel knew the holy Scriptures, and he based his prayer 
squarely upon the Word of God. 

The particular book that he had been reading was that of 
the prophet Jeremiah (9:2; compare Jeremiah 25:11, 12; 
29:10). The prophecy was clear and plain. Daniel, who 10 
had been living in Babylon for almost seventy years, knew 
that the time was at hand for the fulfillment of God’s prom¬ 
ise. What was his reaction? 

He might have preached a sermon on the signs of the 
times! He might have said, “There’s nothing to do; since 
God will accomplish His plan, I have no responsibility of my 
own about this.” He did neither. He prayed. 

Why pray, if God is going to do it anyway? But God has 
ordained prayer as one of the means which He will use 
for the accomplishment of His purpose. More than that, so 
Daniel—being a spiritually sensitive person—knew that the 
people of Israel were not ready spiritually for the fulfill¬ 
ment of the promise of restoration. Therefore he burst forth 
into a prayer of confession of sin that is remarkable espe¬ 
cially for two things: its appeal to God’s own Word; and 
Daniel’s identifying himself with his people, not holding 
himself aloof and condemning others, but acknowledging 
his oneness with them —“We have sinned.” 

Daniel recognized that the judgment of God in the captiv¬ 
ity had been a fulfillment of earlier prophecies; that God had so 
warned, as early as Moses’ time, of judgment for disobedi¬ 
ence (verse 13; compare Leviticus 26:32-39; Deuteronomy 
28:63-68). There was also in Daniel’s mind, undoubtedly, 
a remembrance of Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of the 
temple (as we have seen on another occasion in chapter 6) : 

“If they sin against thee, (for there is no man that sinneth 
not,) and thou be angry with them, and deliver them to the 
enemy, so that they carry them away captives unto the land 
of the enemy, far or near; yet if they shall bethink them- 
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selves in the land whither they were carried captives, and 
repent, and make supplication unto thee in the land of them 
that carried them captives, saying, We have sinned, and 
have done perversely, we have committed wickedness; and 
so return unto thee with all their heart, and with all their 
soul, in the land of their enemies, which led them away 
captive . . . then hear thou their prayer and their supplica¬ 
tion in heaven thy dwelling place, and maintain their cause 
. . (I Kings 8:46-49). 

10 Although about four hundred years separated Daniel from 
Solomon, Daniel did what Solomon said should be done. God 
did hear Daniel’s prayer. Soon afterward Cyrus issued the 
decree which permitted the Jews to return to their own land 
and to rebuild their temple, as recounted in the Book of 
Ezra. Someone has said, “Behind the Book of Ezra is the 
shadow of a man praying.” That man, of course, was Daniel. 

SEVENTY SEVENS 

In the meanwhile God gave to Daniel through the angel 
Gabriel (9:21) another marvelous vision, which gives the 

20 time-framework to all the prophecies of the future. Calling 
Daniel “greatly beloved,” Gabriel proceeded to outline the 
entire future history of Daniel’s people—the people of Israel 
—and of his holy city, Jerusalem (verse 24). The recogni¬ 
tion of the fact that this prophecy pertains to the nation of 
Israel, not to the Church, is essential to its correct interpre¬ 
tation. 

The expression translated “seventy weeks” is literally 
“seventy sevens.” Apart from the context one would not 
know what the “sevens” were. One would have to inquire, 

so “Sevens of what?” This expression in Hebrew would be as 
ambiguous as if one were to say in English, “I went to the 
store and bought a dozen.” A dozen what? 

One of the basic principles of interpretation is that one 
must always interpret in the light of the context, that is, in 
the light of the passage in which a given statement occurs. 
As one searches this context, remembering that the vision 
was given in answer to the prayer, one notes that Daniel 
had been reading in Jeremiah that God would “accomplish 
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seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem” (verse 2). 

This is the clue. Daniel is told in effect: Yes, God will ac¬ 
complish seventy years in the captivity; but now He is show¬ 
ing you that the whole history of the people of Israel will 
be consummated in a period of seventy sevens of years! 

A second essential, then, to the correct interpretation of 
the prophecy is to recognize the mention of a period of four 
hundred ninety years. 

This in itself would only produce more bewilderment. 

We can certainly see that Israel’s history was not completed 10 
within four hundred ninety years after Daniel’s time, for 
this vision was given about 539 B.C., about 2,500 years ago. 
Israel’s history is not yet complete. 

A third essential to the understanding of the vision is the 
recognition of the fact that the four-hundred-ninety-year 
period is not perfectly continuous, but that an interval of 
uncertain length comes in between the sixty-ninth and the 
seventieth weeks: 

“Know therefore and understand, that from the going 
forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem 20 
unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks [forty-nine 
years], and threescore and two weeks [434 years] : the street 
shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. 

And after [the] threescore and two weeks [that is, after 483 
years] shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the 
people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city 
and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, 
and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. And 
he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week [seven 
years] : and in the midst of the week [after three and a half so 
years] he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, 
and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it 
desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined 
shall be poured upon the desolate” (verses 25-27). 

We are not told why the seven weeks and the sixty-two 
weeks are mentioned as two periods. So far as we can tell, 
the sixty-two follow immediately upon the seven. But after 
the sixty-two weeks—that is, at the end of the sixty-ninth 
(sixty-two plus the previous seven)—several things take 
place. There is the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus (about a.d. 
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30) ; there is the destruction of the city of Jerusalem by the 
Romans (a.d. 70) ; and finally there is the making of “a 
firm covenant with many” (see A.S.V.). The making of 
this covenant marks the beginning of the final, or seventieth, 
week. Note that it is the “people of the prince that shall 
come” who destroy the city. We know from history that 
these were the Roman people; therefore the “prince that 
shall come” must be a Roman ruler. 

Another essential to the correct interpretation of the pas- 
10 sage is the recognition of the fact that two princes are men¬ 
tioned : Messiah the Prince, and the prince that shall come. 
The former, as all Christian interpreters agree, is the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He could be no other. The latter (although not 
all agree on this) is Antichrist, who already has appeared in 
Daniel as the “little horn” of chapter 7, and who is called 
in other Scriptures the “man of sin” (II Thessalonians 2:3) 
and the “beast” (Revelation 13:1; 16:13, etc.). The little 
horn of chapter 7 comes up among ten horns which repre¬ 
sent the rulers in the final form of the Roman Empire. Ac- 
20 cording to this vision, it is the people of this coming prince 
(and history shows, as we have said, that these were the 
Roman people) who were to destroy the city. The prophe¬ 
cies in Revelation also clearly point to the Roman Empire 
in its final ten-kingdom form. 

Still another essential to the correct interpretation of the 
vision is the proper identification of the “he” in verse 27. 
Who is it who will “confirm the covenant .. . for one week” ? 
Is it Christ or Antichrist? Those who confuse the Church 
with Israel and deny any future to the earthly people of 
so God insist that “he” is the Lord Jesus Christ and that the 
“covenant” is the new covenant in His blood. So to inter¬ 
pret it is to lose all sense of literalness in the time element. 
While we cannot be sure of all the details of the chronology, 
we can know enough to see dimly, at least, that the first 
sixty-nine weeks were finished before the crucifixion of 
Christ. 

Sir Robert Anderson in his book, The Coming Prince, 
has made elaborate calculations to show the fulfillment of 
the prophecy. One need not agree with every detail of his 
explanation to see that he has at least pointed a way in 
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which the prophecy can be interpreted literally. Arguing on 
the basis of Revelation 11:2 and 12:6, 14 (where forty-two 
months, 1,260 days and three and a half years are equated) 
that a “prophetic year” is 360 days, Anderson computes 
that there were 483 such years from the time of the decree 
of Artaxerxes permitting Nehemiah to rebuild the wall of 
Jerusalem until the public offer of the Lord Jesus Christ as 
King in what is usually called the “triumphal entry.” 

THE FINAL WEEK 

Much prophecy revolves around the seventieth week of Dan- 10 
iel. Almost the whole of the Book of Revelation (chapters 4 
—18) describes that period. That which will mark the 
beginning of the week will be a covenant made by Anti¬ 
christ with the majority of the Jewish people (there will 
be a godly minority who will not take part in it). Note that 
according to the prophecy the week is divided into two halves 
(verse 27). In the middle of the week Antichrist will break 
his covenant, will set up an image of himself and demand 
worship (Revelation 13) and will begin an unprecedented 
persecution of the Jews. The latter half of the week is the 20 
period known as the Great Tribulation, mentioned in chapter 
12 and referred to by the Lord Jesus Christ in Matthew 
24:15-21. 

We have discovered the governmental framework of 
prophecy in earlier chapters of Daniel. Now in chapter 9, 
we have seen the chronological framework. These facts help 
us to see better the pivotal character of the book, which was 
mentioned at the outset in Lesson 1. Let us always remem¬ 
ber that all the prophecies point toward the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
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Sel^ffck Test 9 

Answer briefly: 

1. What are the two main subjects in chapter 9? (p. 83) 


a. 


b_ 

2. In the well-rounded Christian life what should accompany 

prayer? (p. 84)_ 

Circle the letter of the most correct answer. 

3. The only one of these which is not essential to the interpreta¬ 
tion of the vision of the seventy weeks is 

a. recognition that it pertains to Israel 

b. knowledge of the Hebrew language 

c. recognition of two princes in the prophecy 

d. knowledge of the meaning of the word “weeks" 

e. knowledge of the identity of the one who makes the cove¬ 
nant (pp. 85-87) 

4. The cutting off of Messiah was to come 

a. between the seventh and the eighth weeks 

b. between the sixty-second and the sixty-third weeks 

c. in the middle of the sixty-ninth week 

d. at the end of the sixty-ninth week 

e. in the middle of the seventieth week (p. 86). 

In the blank space at the right-hand margin write “True” or 
“False” after each of the following statements: 

5. In his prayer Daniel referred to the Law of Moses 

(p. 84). _ 

6. The expression seventy weeks means literally “sev¬ 
enty years" (p. 85). _ 

7. The city of Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans 

in A.D. 70 |p. 87). _ 
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Fill in the blanks in the following statements: 

8. Daniel had been reading about the captivity in the Book of 

- --- (p. 84). 

9. The context shows that the seventy weeks are seventy sevens 

of—-- (p. 86). 


10. God gave this vision through the angel__ 

(p. 85). 

Turn to page 125 to find the correct answers. 


For complete information on all Moody Correspondence 
Courses write for your free catalog today. Begin making 
plans now for your next course. 
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LESSON TEN 
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In only a few places in the Scripture are we allowed glimpses 
of the unseen w'orld. We look about upon the material uni¬ 
verse and marvel at its far-reaching wonders. Some men, in¬ 
deed, are impervious to the teachings of nature, not realizing 
that “the heavens declare the glory of God” (Psalm 19:1). 
The believer, however, worships the God who is the Al¬ 
mighty Creator of this universe. 

But the Bible reveals to us that there is also an immateri¬ 
al, invisible creation of powerful spirit-beings, largely un- 
10 known to men and almost incomprehensible. Daniel 10 is 
one of the few passages in the Bible in which we are per¬ 
mitted to see what one servant of God has called “angelic em¬ 
pires.” 


20 


WHERE TO BEGIN 

Since chapters 10 through 12 form one vision, you should 
read these three chapters before studying this lesson. Then 
reread chapter 10, our immediate study. Some things to 
ponder: 

Who is the “certain man" (verse 5) whom Daniel 
saw? 

Who are the various princes mentioned in the 
chapter? 

What enviable title is given to Daniel? 

Who is Michael? 
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STRUCTURE OF CHAPTERS 10—12 


The last three chapters of Daniel comprise one vision which 
Daniel saw. He beheld the glory of God and then was per¬ 
mitted to look into the prophetic future—first the nearer 
future of the Persian period, followed by the Greek period, 
and then the distant future of the end-time. 

We may outline the chapters this way: 

The Vision of God’s Glory (chapter 10) 

Persia, Greece and the Time of the End (chapter 

ID 10 

The Great Tribulation and the Resurrection (chap¬ 
ter 12) 

DANIEL’S VISION AND ITS EFFECT UPON HIM 

This is the latest dated event in the Book of Daniel, the third 
year of Cyrus (10:1). Having been in Babylon throughout 
the captivity and having rejoiced at the decree of Cyrus in 
answer to his own believing prayer, Daniel as an old man 
had this last vision which brought to a climax his life of 
fellowship with God and service for God. 

The “certain man” (verse 5) who appeared to Daniel in zo 
the vision was undoubtedly a theophany, that is, an appear¬ 
ance of God Himself in a visible form like a man. The- 
ophanies occur in various places in the Old Testament. In the 
incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ in the New Testament 
God took humanity upon Himself permanently—“The Word 
became flesh . . (John 1:14, A.S.V.). 

This theophany had an overwhelming effect upon Daniel. 

His experience was similar to the experiences of other men 
of God in the Scripture. When we really see God—and we 
need to make this personal—then we really see ourselves, so 
Those men in Scripture who were closest to God were the 
ones who were most conscious of their own sinfulness and 
worthlessness. This is a paradox, that the most godly be¬ 
lievers down through the ages have been most keenly aware 
of their own nothingness. 

Some other examples from Scripture besides Daniel are 
Job, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Paul and John. 
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Job was a righteous man. God Himself said that there 
was no one like him on the earth (Job 1:1, 8; 2:3). Yet 
this was Job’s cry when he saw God: 

“I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now 
mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent 
in dust and ashes” (Job 42:5, 6). 

Isaiah tells us how he saw the Lord (Isaiah 6:1). What 
was his reaction? 

“Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a 
10 man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 
hosts” (Isaiah 6:5). 

Ezekiel had a vision of God’s glory which caused him to 
fall on his face (Ezekiel 1:28). John, the beloved disciple, 
seeing the risen Lord on the Isle of Patmos, “fell at his feet 
as dead” (Revelation 1:17). The Apostle Paul, who had 
been in the “third heaven” and had heard indescribable 
words which he could not repeat (II Corinthians 12:2-4), 
confessed his own nothingness (II Corinthians 12:11) and 
zo said: 

“For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth 
no good thing . . .” (Romans 7:18). 

Daniel was one of the most admirable persons in Scrip¬ 
ture. He is called in this passage a “man greatly beloved” 
(10:11,19). This means, of course, beloved by God. Never¬ 
theless Daniel was prostrated when he saw God. God’s glory 
overwhelmed him; it overcame him; “there remained no 
strength” in him (verse 8). 

God then comforted and encouraged His servant. 
so We must distinguish betw’en the theophany of the early 
part of the chapter and the explanation which is given to 
Daniel later. The “man clothed in linen” (verse 5), as we 
have said, is clearly an appearance of God Himself. But 
the one who speaks to Daniel (verse 11 and following) is 
not God, but an angel. He tells Daniel that he has been sent 
(verse 11) and shows his own limitations by telling how he 
had been withstood for three weeks (verse 13). It is obvious 
that this speaker could not be God, who is all-powerful and 
without limitations of any kind. It is unthinkable that God 
could be held back tw-enty-one days from getting to Daniel. 
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This angelic messenger has been sent to give Daniel a mes¬ 
sage concerning his people “in the latter days” (verse 14). 

GOOD AND EVIL ANGELS 

We are not told much about angels in the Bible; yet we are 
told more than many Christians realize. When all the in¬ 
formation about angels is searched out, systematized and set 
forth, there is a rather surprising amount on the doctrine 
of angels. 

We know that God created a great company of angels 
(see, for example, Hebrews 12:22 and Revelation 5:11). 10 

Each angel was a separate creation of God; they are not 
a race, related to one another, as men are. Some statements 
in the Scripture show that long ago—evidently before the 
creation of man—some of the angels sinned (see II Peter 
2:4; Jude 6). The leader in rebellion against God was the 
being who became known as Satan. The angels which fol¬ 
lowed him are now the evil angels. He and his followers are 
called by the Lord Jesus “the devil and his angels” (Matthew 
25:41). 

Ephesians 6 and Revelation 12, as well as this passage in so 
Daniel 10, show the conflict that is going on in heavenly 
spheres between the holy angels and the evil angels. 

We men often have the conceited impression that what is 
happening to us is the main event in the universe. On the 
contrary, the warfare going on in the heavenly realms is far 
beyond our knowledge and experience and is far more im¬ 
portant that that which befalls us. 

Who is the “prince of the kingdom of Persia” who with¬ 
stood the angel who came to Daniel? This could not be 
Cyrus, although Cyrus was the Persian king at this time so 
(verse 1). This is evidently an evil spirit, in that respect 
like Daniel’s informant. Cyrus did not know of any of this. 

There is an intimation here that back of the governments 
of this world are spirits, both good and evil, who have an 
interest in the affairs of earth. Satan is the prince or ruler 
of this present evil world-system; the Lord Jesus Christ so 
describes him three times in the Gospel of John (John 12:31; 
14:30; 16 :11). Paul calls him the “god of this world [age]” 
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(II Corinthians 4:4). Satan has sought to organize this 
world-system for his own ends and purposes, which are 
diametrically opposed to the purpose of God. 

The angel who spoke to Daniel was helped by “Michael, 
one of the chief princes” (verse 13). Later, Michael is called 
“your prince” (verse 21). He is the only one of the holy 
angels besides Gabriel who is named in the Bible. He is seen 
later in the book as “the great prince which standetn for 
the children of thy people” (12:1). These references show 
10 that he has a particular responsibility for the nation of 
Israel. In the New Testament this great angel is called the 
“archangel” (Jude 9), and is seen as the leader of the host 
of heaven in the warfare against the devil (Revelation 
12:7). 

We Christians must not lull ourselves into thinking that 
these heavenly scenes of conflict have no relation to us. We 
are informed by God that we are involved and that we must 
participate: 

“Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 
20 stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not 
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world 
[such rulers as we have seen portrayed in Daniel 10], 
against spiritual wickedness in high [heavenly] places. . . . 
And take . . . the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God: praying always with all prayer and supplication in 
the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and 
supplication for all saints . . .” (Ephesians 6:11, 12, 17, 18). 

Napoleon, referring to the constant need for services of 
so supply in warfare, made the famous remark that an army 
marches on its stomach. The army of God’s people marches 
on its knees! Only as we commit our cause fully to the 
Lord God of hosts shall we be victorious in this fearful con¬ 
flict against the powers of darkness. 
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Sel^ferk Test 10 

Fill in the blanks in the following statements: 

1. The latest dated event in Daniel was in the third year of the 

reign of ____(p. 92). 

2. The fourth vision of Daniel is described in chapters _ 

(p. 92). 

3. The archangel's name is_ (p. 95). 

In the blank space at the right-hand margin write “True" or 
“False” after each of the following statements: 

4. The most godly believers are least aware of their 

own sinfulness (p. 92). __ 

5. Like human beings, the angels are a race, related to 

one another (p. 94). _ 

6. The angel came to tell Daniel what should befall his 

people in latter days (p. 94). ___ 

7. Daniel is called a “man greatly beloved" (p. 93). _ 

Use your Bible to answer the following questions: 

8. Find the verse which tells how long the angel was hindered 
from coming to Daniel. How long was he hindered? ( p. 93). 

a. Verse ._ 

b. He was hindered _. 

9. Find the verses in chapter 10 which tell how long Daniel 
mourned and fasted by the Hiddekel River. How long was this 
period? 

a. Verses _ 

b. He mourned and fasted_ 

10. Find the verse in Revelation 12 which names the leader of the 
heavenly army who is also mentioned in this chapter of Daniel. 

a. Revelation 12:_ 

b. His name is- 


Turn to page 126 to find the correct answers. 
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Daniel—The Framework of Prophecy Exam 5 

Lessons 9,10 

Exam 

Name_ Grade_ 

(Print plainly) 

Address_ Date_ 

Zip Class 

City_Slate_Code_ Number_ 

Instructor_ 


LESSON 9 DANIEL’S PRAYER AND THE VISION OF THE SEVENTY 
WEEKS 

In the blank space at the right-hand margin write “True” or 
“False” after each of the following statements: 

1. Daniel read in the Scripture that God would accom¬ 
plish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. _ 

2. The prophecy of the seventy weeks pertains primarily 

to the Church. _ 

3. The prophecy stated that the people of the prince 

that should come would destroy the city and the 
sanctuary. _ 

4. The death of Christ is foretold in Daniel 9:26. _ 

5. In his prayer Daniel accused his fellow Israelites of 

sin, but asserted his own guiltlessness. _ 
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Complete the following statements by filling in the blanks. 

6. Well-known prayers of confession are found in the ninth 

chapters of Daniel, Ezra and_ 

7. The expression translated “seventy weeks" is literally__ 


8 . The period of the seventy weeks was to be counted from the 

time of the going forth of a commandment to restore and to 
build_ 

9. Gabriel called Daniel a man_ 

10. The two princes in the prophecy are _ the 

prince and the prince_. 

Answer the following questions briefly but exactly: 

11. When in relation to the seventy weeks was the cutting off of 
Messiah to occur? 

12. According to the prophecy what is to happen at the middle of 
the seventieth week? 


LESSON 10 THE VISION OF THE GLORY OF GOD 

In the blank space write the letter of the most correct answer. 

13. The "certain man” who appeared to Daniel in the 
vision was 

a. Gabriel 

b. Cyrus 

c. a theophany 

d. an angel 

e. an imaginary being - 
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14 . Another passage of Scripture which speaks of war¬ 
fare in heavenly spheres is 

a. Revelation 12 

b. Romans 7 

c. Matthew 1 

d. John 14 

e. I Corinthians 2 

15. The title, "the prince of this world," was applied by 
the Lord'Jesus Christ to 

a. Nebuchadnezzar 

b. Cyrus 

c. Himself 

d. Satan 

e. Michael 

16 . Only one of these statements is not true. Angels 

a. were created by God 

b. are powerful beings 

c. are spirits 

d. are very numerous 

e. are a race 

17. The "prince of the kingdom of Persia" who withstood 
the angel who came to Daniel must have been 

a. Cyrus 

b. Satan 

c. Darius 

d. an evil spirit 

e. one of the holy angels 

18. The angel came to tell Daniel what should befall his 
people 

a. in the latter days 

b. in the immediate future 

c. in heaven 

d. in the reign of Cyrus 

e. in the reign of Darius 
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Answer briefly: 

19 . Isaiah, Ezekiel, Paul, and John all had the unusual 
experience of seeing God in a vision. What was their 
common reaction? 










Read Ephesians 6:10-18 and tell which verse particu- 


larly refers to the beings described in Daniel 10. 

Verse_ 


MAIL TO ADDRESS ON BACK COVER. 


100 


LESSON ELEVEN 


(J)eniCL, ^LZ££££. 

and tin SniL-ddlam 


The vision of the glory of God which is given to Daniel in 
chapter 10 continues to the end of the book. The angel, who 
had been commissioned by God to give this message to Dan¬ 
iel, next .told him of the future, on to the very time of the 
end. 


10 


STUDY GUIDE 

Read chapter 1 1 carefully. With what previous vision is this 
especially connected? From your previous study can you 
identify in this chapter Alexander the Great? Antiochus 
Epiphanes? The “king" in verse 36? 


STRUCTURE OF THE CHAPTER 

Chapter 11 will be unintelligible unless one recognizes its 
divisions. There are two distinct skips or gaps, indicating 
three different periods of history: 

The Persian Period (verses 1, 2) 

The Greek Period (verses 3-35) 

The End-Time Period (verses 36-45) 

The unexampled sweep of prophecy in this passage, with 
its wealth of minute details, especially of the period from the 
20 death of Alexander until the reign of Antiochus Epiphanes, 
has bewildered many destructive critics of the Bible, causing 
numbers of them to say that the account could not have 
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been written in the sixth century B.C., but must have been 
written four hundred years later, in the time of Antiochus 
Epiphanes. But even that would not explain still other 
specific prophecies which have not been fulfilled even to this 
day. 

THE PERSIAN PERIOD 

At the time Daniel was given this vision Cyrus was the Per¬ 
sian ruler (10:1). The three succeeding kings mentioned by 
the angel were Cambyses, Smerdis and Darius Hystaspes. 

The “fourth,” who w r ould be “far richer than they all” and 10 
would “stir up all against the realm of Grecia” (verse 2), 
was Xerxes, the king referred to in the Book of Esther as 
“Ahasuerus which reigned, from India even unto Ethiopia, 
over an hundred and seven and twenty provinces” (Esther 
1:1). Although Darius Hystaspes invaded Greece, a still 
greater invasion was attempted by Xerxes in 480 B.c. (Re¬ 
member that this vision was given to Daniel in the third 
year of the reign of Cyrus, which was probably 537.) The 
Persian invaders were beaten back after their fleet had been 
destroyed by the Athenian navy in the naval battle of Sal- so 
amis, one of the crucial battles in world history. 

THE GREEK PERIOD 

The mention of the “realm of Grecia” (verse 2) is the clue 
for the gap in the record, for the “mighty king” mentioned 
next is not a Persian ruler, but a Greek ruler (verse 3). 

He is none other than Alexander, whom we have seen as the 
notable horn of the he-goat in the vision of chapter 8. About 
a century and a half after the Persian invasion of Greece, 
Alexander led the Greek forces in a reverse invasion and 
conquered the Persian Empire. When he died at an early so 
age (323 B.C.) , his kingdom was broken up and fell eventual¬ 
ly to four of his generals (verse 4). 

In 301 B.C., after a period of confusion and warfare, these 
four men—called in Greek history the “Successors”: Ptole¬ 
my, Seleucus, Lysimachus and Cassander—split up Alex¬ 
ander’s empire. Only the first two of these are noted specifi¬ 
cally in the prophetic record. 
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Ptolemy took Egypt. He and his descendants are the kings 
of the south in the prophecy (Egypt being to the south of 
the land of Israel). Seleucus took Syria; he and his de¬ 
scendants are the kings of the north. From verse 5 on there 
is a prophetic account of the relationships of these two royal 
families. Sometimes they made alliances through marriage 
and were at peace, or perhaps more correctly, enjoyed a 
temporary armistice, but more often they were warring 
against one another. 

10 It is impossible for us in this brief treatment to single out 
each generation of the Ptolemies and the Seleucids, as they 
are called in secular history. It is sufficient for our purpose 
to note that the specific details could not have been given by 
coincidence or accident several centuries before they took 
place. God is seen in the Scripture as the One who knows 
the end from the beginning, the One who can declare what 
will come to pass. This is cited in the Book of Isaiah in order 
to show the contrast between the living God and the lifeless 
idols of the heathen (Isaiah 41:21-24). 

so Stubborn unbelief, in the face of all the textual evidence, 
continues to deny the historicity and genuineness of the 
Book of Daniel and to allege that this could not have been 
written until the time of the Maccabees in the second century 
B.c. A work really written at that time, however, the First 
Book of Maccabees, testifies to the prior existence of the 
Book of Daniel. I Maccabees is among those books called the 
Apocrypha. It is not a part of the Bible, but is a valuable 
contemporary record of the time of Antiochus Epiphanes 
and of Judas Maccabeus. 

SO ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES AGAIN 

From verses 21-35 we meet again that sinister man, An¬ 
tiochus Epiphanes, who has been described already as the 
“little horn” in chapter 8. Josephus, the Jewish historian 
of the first century a.d., recounts the career of Antiochus and 
his persecution of the Jews. 

Verse 25 refers to an expedition made by Antiochus 
against Egypt. In this he was successful. The conference 
between the two kings was similar to many that have been 
held in other periods of history: “And both these kings’ 
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hearts shall be to do mischief, and they shall speak lies at 
one table” (verse 27). 

When Antiochus made a second expedition against Egypt, 
he was not so successful. The Scripture says, “The ships 
of Chittim (Kittim, A.S.V.) shall come against him” (verse 
30). This is the introduction of a new force in the eastern 
Mediterranean world. Josephus tells it this way: 

“But he [Antiochus Epiphanes] was driven not only from 
Alexandria, but out of all Egypt, by the declaration of the 
Romans, who charged him to let that country alone. . . . King 10 
Antiochus returning out of Egypt, for fear of the Romans, 
made an expedition against the city Jerusalem: and when 
he was there, in the hundred forty and third year of the 
kingdom of the Seleucidae, he took the city without fighting, 
those of his own party opening the gates to him” ( Antiqui¬ 
ties of the Jews, Book XII, Chapter V). 

The historian goes on to tell of the return of Antiochus to 
Jerusalem two years later: 

“He also emptied it [the temple] of its secret treasures, 
and left nothing at all remaining; and by these means cast so 
the Jews into great lamentation, for he forbade them to 
offer those daily sacrifices which they used to offer to God, 
according to the law. . . . And when the king had built an 
idol altar upon God’s altar, he slew swine upon it. . . .” 

We have noted the mention of the “ships of Chittim.” 

This was the Hebrew’ name for the island of Cyprus, where 
a Roman fleet was based at the time of the fulfillment of this 
prophecy. This is the nearest thing to the naming of Rome 
in the book, but subsequent history shows that this was the 
Roman Empire, and thus identifies that empire as the fourth so 
in the series of world-kingdoms in Daniel—the legs of iron 
(chapter 2), the dreadful beast (chapter 7), the “people of 
the prince that shall come” (chapter 9). 

Antiochus’ wicked and blasphemous desolation of Jeru¬ 
salem and desecration of the temple are alluded to in verses 
30 and 31. The two chief groups among the Jews in that 
day—the renegade followers of Antiochus, and the godly 
patriots—are described respectively by the phrases, “such 
as do wickedly against the covenant,” and “the people that 
do know their God” (verse 32). These latter are said to 
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“be strong, and do exploits.” They are the people known in 
history as the Maccabees, the Jewish patriots under the 
leadership of Judas Maccabeus. 

END-TIME PROPHECIES 

One of the big questions of interpretation in this chapter is 
this: Who is the king in verse 36? Some interpreters be¬ 
lieve that this is still Antiochus Epiphanes, and that this 
section simply continues the story of the preceding verses. 
Some of those who hold this view believe that the record 
10 of Antiochus in these verses is also a type or foreshadow¬ 
ing of an end-time ruler, one or the other of the two beasts in 
Revelation 13. 

Still others, including the present writer, believe that the 
prophecy skips again at this point over a long period of 
time. This seems likely because of the mention of the “time 
of the end” in verse 35. Just as the mention of Greece in 
verse 2 was the signal for a gap, so is the mention of the 
end-time here. A still stronger reason, however, for accept¬ 
ing this view is the expression “at that time” in 12:1. There 
20 is no chapter break in the original; the narrative flows con¬ 
tinuously. Clearly, the events of chapter 12 are in the end- 
time, but according to 12:1 they take place at the same time 
as the events in the latter part of chapter 11. 

This king, then, according to this view, is Antichrist—the 
“little horn” of chapter 7, the “prince that shall come” of 
chapter 9, the “man of sin” of II Thessalonians 2, and the 
“beast” of Revelation 13. Antiochus and Antichrist, al¬ 
though far apart in time and arising from different king¬ 
doms, nevertheless have much in common. One does indeed, 
so in some sense, foreshadow the other; hence the title, “the Old 
Testament Antichrist,” which some commentators have 
given to Antiochus. What Antiochus did Antichrist will do 
also, only upon a much vaster scale. 

The pride and blasphemy of this end-time ruler are 
graphically set forth. II Thessalonians 2 adds to this pic¬ 
ture, as does also Revelation 13: 

“And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to 
blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell 
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in heaven. . . . And all that dwell upon the earth shall wor¬ 
ship him, whose names are not written in the book of life 
of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” (Revela¬ 
tion 13:6, 8). 

But, as Revelation 13 declares, for all his pretensions, for 
all his devilish miracles, he is just a man (Revelation 13: 
18); and, as the angel declares to Daniel, “he shall come to 
his end, and none shall help him” (Daniel 11:45). 


Selfytfeck Test 11 

In the blank space at the right-hand margin write “True” or 
“False” after each of the following statements: 

1. Chittim (Kittim) is the Hebrew name for the island 

of Cyprus (p. 104). _ 

2. The descendants of Ptolemy are referred to in the 

prophecy as the kings of the south (p. 103). _ 

3. The angel told Daniel that there would be only three 

more Persian kings after Cyrus (p. 102). - 


Fill in the blanks in the following statements: 

4 . The Persian king who invaded Greece and was defeated in 

480 B.C. was_ (p. 102). 

5. The Greek ruler who invaded and destroyed the Persian Em¬ 
pire in the later part of the fourth century B.C. was - 

_ (p. 102). 

6. Antiochus Epiphanes in his second expedition against Egypt 

was ordered back by the -- Ip. 104). 
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7. The Jewish patriots in the time of Antiochus Epiphanes are 


known as the _ (p. 105). 

8. The four “Successors" of Alexander were Ptolemy, Lysimachus, 

Cassander and _ (p. 102). 

Use your Bible for the remaining questions. 

9. Find the verse in chapter 11 and the verse in chapter 12 which 
connect the events of 11:36-45 with the same period as the 
events in chapter 12 (p. 105). To what period of time does 
this refer? 

a. 11:_ b. 12:__ c. The period of the_ 

10. Look in Daniel 7, Daniel 9, II Thessalonians 2 and Revelation 
13 and list the names given in those passages to the "king” 
of Daniel 11:36 (p. 105). 

a. In Daniel 7 he is the_ 

b. In Daniel 9 he is the_ 

c. In II Thessalonians 2 he is the_ 

d. In Revelation 13 he is the_ 

Turn to page 126 to find the correct answers. 
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LESSON TWELVE 


“Qkt Sn/L 

l/O&nxUzI’ 


In our study of the Book of Daniel we have seen much that 
perplexes, much that we do not understand. We can be 
thankful, however, that the main points of the prophecy are 
clear. The vision of the glory of God (beginning in chapter 
10) has taken us on into the prophetic future, not only that 
which was future in Daniel’s time, but also much that is 
still beyond our own time. The culmination is seen in this 
closing chapter of the book. 


SOME HELPS IN STUDYING 

Review the contents of chapters 10 and 11. Then read chapter 
12 carefully, remembering that it is part of the same vision. 
Look in the chapter for the answers to these questions: 

What is said about the "time of trouble"? 

What will happen to those that "sleep in the dust of 
the earth"? 

What is Daniel fold to do to the book? 

What is the period described as 1,290 days? 


10 


THE GREAT TRIBULATION 

The phrase, “at that time,” (verse 1) connects the contents 
of chapter 12 with that which has immediately preceded at 20 
the end of chapter 11. The archangel Michael is seen again 
in his role of protecting the people of Israel, and a time is 
foretold “such as never was since there was a nation even to 
that same time.” The Lord Jesus Christ referred to this 
same time in His Olivet Discourse: 
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“When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desola¬ 
tion, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy 
place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) then let them 
which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: let him which 
is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of 
his house: neither let him which is in the field return back 
to take his clothes. . . . For then shall be great tribulation, 
such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, 
no, nor ever shall be. And except those days should be 
10 shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s 
sake those days shall be shortened” (Matthew 24:15-18, 
21 , 22 ). 

This terrible period has come to be called, from the words 
used by the Lord Jesus, the Great Tribulation. By compar¬ 
ing the references in Daniel with this in Matthew 24 and 
with the Book of Revelation, we can see that the Great 
Tribulation occurs during the second half of the seventieth 
week of Daniel’s prophecy; hence that it is a period of three 
and a half years—a time, times and half a time. The whole 
20 seventieth week, however, is often spoken of as the tribula¬ 
tion period. The persecutor will be Antichrist, as we have 
seen in the preceding lesson. 

Other Scriptures show, as we have noted, that the Church 
will be taken to heaven before the beginning of the seven¬ 
tieth week, and therefore will not go through the Great 
Tribulation. The “elect” mentioned by the Lord Jesus are 
called in this chapter “thy people,” and the promise is given 
that they “shall be delivered, every one that shall be found 
written in the book” (verse 1). The godly Jewish remnant 
so will be preserved through the tribulation and will be wit¬ 
nesses to the Gentiles. That many will be saved, even during 
this period, is attested in the Scripture. John thus describes 
a multitude whom he saw: 

“After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no 
man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands. . . . 
These are they which came out of [the] great tribulation, 
and have washed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb” (Revelation 7:9, 14). 
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THE RESURRECTION 


The brief allusion to the resurrection here in Daniel (verse 
2) is not a full treatment of the doctrine. One must not base 
a theory of one final general resurrection on such passages 
as this, which are intended merely to assert the fact of 
resurrection of all men from the dead. The Lord Jesus in 
a statement similar to this spoke of the “resurrection of 
life” and the “resurrection of damnation [condemnation]” 
(John 5:29). Paul shows that there is an order in resurrec¬ 
tion (I Corinthians 15:22-26). Finally, in the closing book 
of the Bible, the resurrection of the saved and the resurrec- 10 
tion of the lost are shown to be separated by the “thousand 
years” (the millennium). The first resurrection, the res¬ 
urrection of life, will have been completed before the millen¬ 
nium begins. The rest of the dead will not be raised until 
the thousand years are finished (see Revelation 20:4-6). 
Then the unsaved dead will stand before the great white 
throne to be judged—“some to shame and everlasting con¬ 
tempt” (Daniel 12:2). 


THE SEALING OF THE BOOK 

There seems to be an indication in the command given to so 
Daniel about sealing the book (verse 4) that there are many 
things in it which will not be fully understood until the end- 
time. The nearer we get to the end, the more understanding 
there is likely to be of this book. The Book of Revelation 
furnishes a commentary on Daniel and opens up for us much 
of what we find in it. Revelation is not a sealed book; it is 
the unveiling made by Jesus Christ (Revelation 1:1). 

We are told that leading up to the time of the end “many 
shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased” 
(verse 4). Many interpreters take this to be a reference so 
to the increase in transportation and the rapidity of travel, 
and to the general increase of knowledge. Others believe 
(and to the present writer this seems more likely) that the 
Hebrew words indicate, not rapidity of movement in the 
world, but the increased study of this book with consequent 
greater knowledge of it. 


no 


The problems of interpretation increase as one goes on in 
this last chapter. Daniel hears a question about how long 
it will be until the “end of these wonders” (verse 6). The 
answer of “a time, times, and an half” (verse 7) agrees 
with the former use of the same expression in 7:25. The 
same terminology is used in Revelation 12:14, where it is 
clearly an allusion to this period mentioned in Daniel. It is, 
as we have seen, the period of the Great Tribulation. 

So far there is no serious difficulty. But a puzzling ele- 
lo ment comes in when the period is described in this way: 

“And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken 
away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, 
there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days. 
Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three 
hundred and five and thirty days” (verses 11, 12). 

“The abomination that worketh desolation” is the image 
of the antichrist set up in the temple for worship. See Mat¬ 
thew 24:15—“When ye therefore see the abomination of 
desolation . . . stand in the holy place . . .” 

20 In the Book of Revelation this period is interpreted as 
three and a half years, or forty-two months, or twelve hun¬ 
dred and sixty days (that is, forty-two months of thirty days 
each). The Olivet Discourse of the Lord Jesus Christ (Mat¬ 
thew 24 and 25) is the connecting link between the prophecy 
of Daniel and the Book of Revelation. You will recall that 
the Lord Jesus said that the days would be shortened (Mat¬ 
thew 24:22). Some have conjectured from this that God in 
His sovereign grace will shorten the time from the twelve 
hundred ninety days mentioned in Daniel to the twelve hun- 
so dred sixty days mentioned in Revelation. But this would not 
explain the thirteen hundred thirty-five days. 

It is more likely that the extra days in Daniel have to do 
with the setting up of the kingdom. Even with the Lord 
Jesus reigning personally, since this will be on earth under 
earthly conditions, some time will probably be needed to clear 
up the debris of the Gentile world-system. The man who is 
still alive and present on the one thousand three hundred 
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and thirty-fifth day will be greatly blessed because he will 
be definitely living in the kingdom age. The judgment con¬ 
nected with Christ’s coming in glory will have fallen upon 
the world; the kingdom will have been set up; the Lord will 
be reigning personally in righteousness and peace. 


THE EFFECT OF THIS STUDY 

Daniel is told twice to go his way (verses 9 and 13). He did 
not need to worry about the accomplishment of God’s pur¬ 
pose. That would come to pass. Wicked men would persist 
in evil and would not understand anything about the pro- 10 
phetic future, but the wise would understand (verse 10). 

Can we say that we are wise? We must not be satisfied 
merely to gain a smattering of knowledge about the contents 
of the book. True, we need to know the contents, and it is 
to be hoped that this study, brief and elementary as it has 
been, may have been of some help to this end. It is essential, 
however, that the one who has gained some knowledge of the 
content of Scripture continue in his study of it and in his 
application of it as well. 

Our knowledge of the contents of the Book of Daniel ought 20 
to give us warmer hearts toward our Lord Jesus Christ and 
more tender hearts toward men who need to know Him. 

Our lives should reflect the glory of the Lord Jesus and 
should attract men to Him. 

“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of 
the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness 
as the stars for ever and ever” (Daniel 12:3). 
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Set^ffeck Test 12 

Circle the letter of the most correct answer. 

1. The Great Tribulation will be during 

a. the first half of the seventieth week 

b. the seventieth week 

c. the latter half of the seventieth week 

d. the period between the sixty-ninth and the seventieth weeks 

e. the sixty-ninth week (p. 109) 

2. The discourse of the Lord Jesus in which He mentions the Great 
Tribulation is 

a. the Sermon on the Mount 

b. the Upper-room Discourse 

c. the Discourse on the Bread of Life 

d. the Discourse on the Resurrections 

e. the Olivet Discourse (p. 108, 109) 


3. This discourse is found in 

a. Matthew 5—7 

b. Matthew 24, 25 

c. John 13—16 

d. John 5 

e. John 6 (p. 109) 


Fill in the blanks in the following statements: 

4 . The Lord Jesus Christ spoke of the resurrection of _ 

and the resurrection of condemnation (p. 110). 

5 . God said that the _ would understand (p. 112). 

6. The person alive on the earth at the 1,335th day mentioned in 

the prophecy will be in the_ (p. 111). 
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7. Daniel was told to "shut up the words” and _ the 

book (p. 110). 

8. They that turn many to righteousness will shine as the _ 

-forever and ever (p. 112). 

9. The first resurrection will take place before the_ 

-(p. 110). 

10. The New Testament book which throws much additional light 
on the prophecies in Daniel concerning the end-time is_ 

-(p. 110). 


Turn to page 126 to find the correct answers. 



Daniel—The Framework of Prophecy Exam, 6 

Lessons 11, 12 

Exam 

Name- Grade- 

(Print plainly) 
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Date. 


City. 


Zip 

.State_Code. 


Class 

Number. 


Instructor. 


LESSON 11 PROPHECIES OF PERSIA, GREECE AND THE END-TIME 

Complete the following statements by filling in the blanks: 

1. The fourth Persian king after Cyrus invaded Greece in the year 


2. This king, Xerxes, is mentioned in the Book of- 

as the Ahasuerus who reigned over one hundred twenty-seven 
provinces. 

3. The Persian navy was defeated by the Greeks in the battle of 


4 . A century and a half later, revenge was sought against the 
Persians by the Greco-Macedonian ruler,_ 


5. When this man's empire was divided, Ptolemy took_ 

6. The portion of the empire that included Syria was taken by 

7. The “vile person" mentioned in the prophecy is the most in¬ 
famous of the Seleucid kings,_ 
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8 . The Scripture *ays that the ‘‘ship* of Chittim” would come 
against this man; this is a reference to the empire of 


9. When this wicked king persecuted the Jews, he was opposed 
by a patriotic group known in history as the__ 

Use your Bible for the next question. 

10. Give two reasons from the Scriptures given below for believing 
that the “king" mentioned in 11:36 is an end-time ruler. 

a. Daniel 11:35_ 


b. Daniel 12:1 


LESSON 12 “THE END OF THESE WONDERS” 

In the blank space at the right-hand margin write "True” or 
“False” after each of the follounng statements: 

11. The archangel Michael is said in Scripture to have a 

special relationship to the nation of Israel. _ 

12. The time of trouble mentioned in Daniel 12 is the 

period known as the Great Tribulation. _ 

13. This period is also referred to by the Lord Jesus Christ 

in His Olivet Discourse. - 

14. The Great Tribulation takes place within the seven¬ 
tieth week, as stated in chapter 9. - 

15. The Book of Revelation furnishes a commentary on 

the Book of Daniel. - 

16. The brief allusion to the resurrection in chapter 12 is 

conclusive proof of one final general resurrection. - 

17. God said that everyone would understand these 

prophecies in the Book of Daniel. - 


You may use your Bible for the remaining questions. 

18. Copy the phrase and the number of the verse in Daniel 9 which 
is directly connected with part of 12:11. 

a. Verse_ 

b. The phrase: _ 

19 . Copy the phrase and the verse reference in the Olivet Dis¬ 
course of the Lord Jesus which is an allusion to the "abomina¬ 
tion that maketh desolate” in Daniel 12:11. 

a. Verse_ 

b. The phrase: _ 

20. In connection with Daniel 12:1 1 and the parallel expression in 
the Olivet Discourse, tell what the “abomination that maketh 
desolate” is. 


MAIL TO ADDRESS ON BACK COVER. 
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World Powers 


Chart of Daniel’s Times 


Judah 


Josiah 


Jchouhaz 


Jehoiakim 


Jehoiachin 


Zedekiah 


Prophets 


626 b.c. 


| JEREMIAH"! 


593 B.c. 


Babylonian 

captivity 


? I EZEKIEL 


606 b.c. 


DANIEL | 


571 b.c. 


’ Babylon overthrows Assyria 


1st Babylonian invasion of Judah 


* 2nd Babylonian invasion of Judah 


• 3rd Babylonian invasion of Judah 

* Jerusalem taken and temple destroyed 
Babylonian captivity begins 586 B.C. 

■ Babylon overthrows Egypt 


1 Medo-Persia overthrows Babylon 


II Kings 23—2 5 


Darnel 1:1. 2; 5:50. 31 


Chart of the Visions of Daniel 


World 

Empires 

Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream 

Daniel's Dreams 

Daniel 2:31-45 

Daniel 

7:1-28 

Daniel 

8:1-27 

Babylonian 

Head of gold 

Lion 


Medo-Persian 

Breast and arms of 
silver 

Bear 

Ram 

Grecian 

Belly and thighs of 
brass 

Leopard 

He-goat 

Roman 

Antichrist’s 

Legs of iron 

Ten toes of iron and 
clay 

The 
beast 
with ten 
horns 


Christ’s 

The stone cut out with¬ 
out hands 
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Maps of the Empires of Babylon and Persia 
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Answer Key to Self-check Tests 


Self-check Test 1 

Self-check Test 2 

Self-check Test 3 

1. c 

2. e 

3. a 

4. d 

5. prophetic 

6. Ezekiel 

7. Nebuchadnezzar 

8. True 

9. True 

10. verse 17 

1. True 

2. False 

3. False 

4. True 

5. d 

6. c 

7. Christ 

8. Joseph 

9. Rome (Roman 
Empire) 

10. gold, brass, iron 

1. three 

2. four 

3. gold 

4. (to) worship (it) 

5. False 

6. True 

7. False 

8. e 

9. b 

10. d 

Self-check Test 4 

Self-check Test 5 

Self-check Test 6 

1. False 

1. Nabonidus 

1. a 

2. False 

(Nabunaid) 

2. d 

3. False 

2. third 

3. c 

4. wonders 

3. Cyrus 

4. False 

5. Nebuchadnezzar 

4. Darius 

5. False 

6. Nebuchadnezzar 

5. True 

6. False 

7. Jehoiachin 

6. True 

7. True 

8. b 

7. False 

8. verse 18 

9. c 

8. verse 10 

9. three 

10. d 

9. verse 17 

10. 1,000 (verse 1) 

10. verse 22 

Self-check Test 7 

Self-check Test 8 

Self-check Test 9 

1. four 

1. b 

1. a. Daniel’s prayer 

2. bear 

2. a 

b. The vision of 

3. four—four 

3. d 

the seventy 

4. iron 

4. False 

weeks 

5. False 

5. False 

2. Bible reading 

6. False 

6. True 

3. b 

7. True 

7. west 

4. d 

8. True 

8. Alexander 

S. True 

9. bear (2), leopard 

9. Alexandria 

6. False 

(3), lion (1), 

10. Judas 

7. True 

dreadful beast (4) 
10. Rome (4), Medo- 
Persia (2), Greece 
(3), Babylon (1) 

(Maccabeus) 

8. Jeremiah 

9. years 

10. Gabriel 


See next page for handy score chart. 
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Self-check Test 10 

Self-check Test 11 

Self-check Test 12 

1. Cyrus 

1. True 

1. c 

2. 10-12 

2. True 

2. e 

3. Michael 

3. False 

3. b 

4. False 

4. Xerxes 

4. life 

5. False 

5. Alexander (the 

5. wise 

6. True 

7. True 

Great) 

6. Romans 

6. kingdom (age) 

7. seal 

8. a. Verse 13 

7. Maccabees 

8. stars 

b. 21 days 

9. a. Verses 2 and 3 

8. Seleucus 

9. a. 11:35 

9. millennium (thou¬ 
sand years) 

b. Three weeks 

10. a. Revelation 12:7 
b. Michael 

b. 12:1 

c. end-time 

10. a. “little horn” 

b. “prince that 
shall come” 

c. “man of sin” 

d. "beast” 

10. Revelation 


How Well Did You Do? 

Fewer than two wrong answers—excellent work. 
Two or more wrong answers—restudy the lesson. 
Keep yoor score on this chart: 


Test 1 

Test 2 

Test 3 

Test 4 

Test 5 

Test 6 







Test 7 

Test 8 

Test 9 

Test 10 

Test 11 

Test 12 








Suggestions For Class Use 


1. The teacher should study the lesson first in order to be prepared to give 
help to the class on some of the harder places in the lesson. He should 
also take the self-check tests himself, check his answers with the answer 
key and look up any question answered incorrectly. 

2. Class sessions may be conducted in any manner the teacher desires. The 
self-check tests can be done as homework by the class. 

3. The self-check tests can be corrected at the beginning of each class ses¬ 
sion. A brief discussion of the answers can serve as a review for the 
previous lesson. 
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lead a Bible study class? YES...why not? 

After completing this course, why not expand your ministry by sharing the 
truths you have learned with your friends? 

It’s easy to organize a class in your home or church. Moody Correspon¬ 
dence School will provide valuable taped lectures, discussion guides and 
personal attention to help you and your class study God’s Word. 

CLASS LEADERS RECEIVE HELP 

/ Taped Lectures bring a Moody professor into your class. Selected 
teachers have recorded 15-minute messages to go along with each lesson 
of some of our Bible study courses. As you and your friends gather for 
Bible study, you listen to the Bible scholar teach the lesson and then all 
join in the discussion period. 

/ Teacher’s Supplements for most popular-level courses help make each 
class session a true learning situation. 
y/ A Teacher’s Guide gives suggestions on how to prepare interesting and 
worthwhile lessons. 

/ A Trained Instructor gives counsel and guidance. A letter or a phone 
call brings instant help. Your teaching is undergirded by Moody’s dec¬ 
ades of teaching experience. 

STUDENTS RECEIVE HELP 

y/ Top quality textbooks 

y/ Thought-provoking exams and tests to measure progress 
/ Added instruction from Moody—help and encouragement from a trained 
instructor 

y/ Valuable certificates to award achievement 

/ The status of studying with a world-famous school, a pioneer in Christian 
education 

CLASSES RECEIVE A DISCOUNT 


5 to 19 students.10 percent 

20 to 49 students.15 percent 

50 or more students.20 percent 


fill out the application on the next page 





A pplication fo r 

CLASS ENROLLMENT 

Please enroll the following class. 

Course title_ 

Group (Sunday school, etc.)_ 

Class leader □ Rev. □ Mr. □ Mrs. G Miss 

Name_ 

Add ress_ 

City State___Zi p. 

Church_ 

Please send the following materials: 

_Textbooks @ $_ 

(Deduct class discount.) 

_Teacher's supplements @ $2.00 each. 

_Acts—Power for Witnessing 

__Apostasy Unmasked 

A Study in Jude 

_Beginning with Genesis 

_Daniel—The Framework 

of Prophecy 

_Exploring Christianity 

_First Steps in the 

Christian Faith 

_God’s Will for Your Life 

_Hebrews—From Shadow 

to Substance 

_.Isaiah—A Study in Events 

to Come 

_John—Life Through Believing 

_Psalms—Songs of Praises 

__Redemption in Exodus 

_Filmstrips for Survey of the Scriptures 

_Teacher's Guide (Gives helpful suggestions on how to conduct 

any class. No charge.) 

Bulletin covers @ $2.00 per 100 - 

__.Display posters @ $ .10 each - 

Postage and handling fees - 

TOTAL COST $_ 

□ Payment enclosed. □ Please bill me. 

Signed-- 


_Revelation—God’s Final 

Word to Man 

_Successful Soul-Winning 

_Survey of the Scriptures— 

Part 1 

_Survey of the Scriptures— 

Part 2 

_Survey of the Scriptures— 

Part 3 

___Teaching—With Results 
The Bible Says . . . 

_The Cults Exposed 

The Good News 

_The Gospel in Galatians 

_The Person and Work of 

the Holy Spirit 

_Understanding and 

Guiding the Student 



George Sweeting, president 



mooOv BiBle institute' 020 NORTH LA SALLE STREET CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60610 • 312/329-4000 


Dear Correspondence School Student: 


We wish to take this opportunity to welcome you to the Corre¬ 
spondence School of Moody Bible Institute. By enrolling you 
have not only become a part of the Correspondence School, 

L--> - •ho-., Q a i an fakpn vour with the many thousands 

of students currently studying with us. 

It would be beneficial for you to check your materials and look 
through your course text as soon as possible. Give careful 
attention to the first few pages of the text as these contain 
important instructions for taking the course. 

You now stand on the threshold of a profitable study in God’s 
Word. The opportunity and challenge are yours. I would urge 
you to begin your studies as soon as possible. Upon successful 
completion of your course you will receive a certificate with 
your name inscribed. 

We are anticipating servicing your first examination. Our 
prayer is that as you learn to apply the Scriptures to your 
life, you will walk in closer fellowship with Christ and have 
an effective ministry in the lives of those you meet each 
day. (John 15:1-11) 


Registrar 

Moody Correspondence School 
GRR:jas 


Yours through Christ, 



Glenn R. Rohrbach 
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820 NORTH LA SALLE STREET CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60610 • 312,'329-AOOO 


Dear Correspondence School Student. 

We wish to take this opportunity to welcome you to the Corre¬ 
spondence School of Moody Bible Institute. By enrolling you 
have not only become a part of the Correspondence School, 
l — ...... , 1 c a takpn vour nlsre with the manv thousands 

of students currently studying with us. 


It would be beneficial for you to check your materials and look 
through your course text as soon as possible. Give careful 
attention to the first few pages of the text as these contain 
important instructions for taking the course. 


You now stand on the threshold of a profitable study in God's 
Word. The opportunity and challenge are yours. I would urge 
you to begin your studies as soon as possible. Upon successful 
completion of your course you will receive a certificate with 
your name inscribed. 

We are anticipating servicing your first examination. Our 
prayer is that as you learn to apply the Scriptures to your 
life, you will walk in closer fellowship with Christ and have 
an effective ministry in the lives of those you meet each 
day. (John 15:1-11) 



Registrar 

Moody Correspondence School 


GRR:jas 


DAY EVENING ANO CORRE 


TRUSTEES 

JAMES H. BARNES ROBERT G. DUNLOP ELNER A. EDMAN JOHN ELSEN ROBERT E. FOLTZ 
EDWARO L. JOHNSON JAMES N. MATHIAS ROBERT E. NICHOLAS WALLACE L. PEPIN 


RICHARD E. GILDNER EDGAR A. HARRELL W. MAXEY JARMAN 
GEORGE SWEETING E. RICHARD TALLMADGE GERRIT WIT 




GRADE RECORD CARD CLASS NO. 

Name of course: DANIEL • The Framework of Prophecy 


NO. 

GRADE 

1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 



Mr. 

Mrs. 

Miss_ 

(Please print name as you wish it to appear on your certificate) 

Street__ 

City_ 


-Stole. 


Zip 

-Code. 


/ hereby certify that l have made the grades recorded on 
this Grade Record Card and that these are the grades 
written on my exam by the Correspondence School. 


Signed___ 

As soon as you receive year exam enter your grade lit fhe spats designated* 

Return this card with your last exam(s). ffttike sure all previous grades era retarded. We iaaaef 
issue your certtfucta without this in fur mat ion. 




Here is your 

GRADE RECORD CARD 
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MOODY CORRESPONDENCE SCHOO 

'^Fw^SF^TV 820 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, III. 60610 



